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FINAL ENVIRQQMEIN'I‘AL DEPACI‘ STATEMENT

Greenbrier Wild and Scenic River Study

Pocahontas, Greenbrier, Monroe and

Summers Counties, West Virginia

Lead Agency: USDA - Forest Service

Cooperating Agencies: USDI - National Park Service

l43 South Third Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania l9l06

West Virginia Department of

Natural Resources

Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Responsible Official: R. Max Peterson, Chief

Forest Service

For Further Information Contact: John W. Hazel

Wild and Scenic Rivers Planner

Monongahela National Forest

P. O. Box l548

Elkins, West Virginia 2624l

Phone: (304) 636-l800

Abstract: Five alternatives regarding the addition of the Greenbrier River to

the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System are described and evaluated. The

alternatives are: (l) continuation of present management direction, no Wild and

Scenic Rivers System designation; (2) full designation of all eligible segments

from the headwaters to the mouth, a total of l99 miles, under federal

management; (3) designation of all eligible segments, excluding thirteen miles

for a proposed dry reservoir, a total of l86 miles, under federal management;

(4) designation of all eligible segments frcxn the headwaters to Anthony, a total

of l33 miles, under federal management; and (5) inclusion of segments specified

in Alternative 4 to the Wild and Scenic Rivers System, but through State request

for designation, and management by the State or political subdivision of the

State in accordance with Section 2(a) (ii) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

A proposal to modify Alternative 5 by extending the boundary of scenic river

designation from Anthony to the U.S. Interstate Route 64 bridge at North

Caldwell, a total of l46 miles, resulted from public response through review of

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. A map of the proposal is included as

part of this document. Alternative 5 is the Forest Service preferred

alternative.



FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STA'I‘EMENT

Greenbrier Wild and Scenic River Study

Pocahontas, Greenbrier, Monroe and

Summers Counties, West Virginia

General Information

A. Copies of this Final Environmental Impact Statement may be obtained fran:

Mr. John W. Hazel

Wild and Scenic Rivers Planner

Monongahela National Forest

P. O. Box l548

Elkins, West Virginia 2624l

B. A full description of the purpose and need, alternatives including proposed

actions, affected environment, environmental consequences, appendices the

Greenbrier Wild and Scenic River Study Report, and related work papers and

documents are available for review at:

The U.S.D.A., Forest Service

Monongahela National Forest

Sycamore Street

Elkins, West Virginia 2624l

C. Ccnments on this Final Environmental Impact Statement or Greenbrier Wild

and Scenic River Study Report should be submitted to:

Ralph F. Mmme

Forest Supervisor

Monongahela National Forest

P. O. Box l548

Elkins, West Virginia 2624l



FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

GREENBRIER WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY

Errata and Response to Public Cunnents

This document presents the Forest Service response to the public comments

received on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), Greenbrier wild

and Scenic River Study. The Notice of Availability for the DEIS was

published in the Federal Register, September l6, l983. This notice

requested public review and comment by November 7, l983.

Changes made to the DEIS in response to the public comment are minor. They

include:

o A new cover sheet

0 Errata sheet with minor clarification of the Alternative 5

description

0 Responses to comments on the Draft E15

0 Appendix L - Recreation Use Projections

This document together with the DEIS will be filed with the Environmental

Protection Agency as the Final Environmental Impact Statement. This is

allowed instead of rewriting the entire draft statement when changes to the

DEIS in response to comments are minor (40 CFR l503.4(c)).
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Alternative 5 Proposed Action (l33 Miles, State Local Management) - Segments A,

B, C, and D would be designated components of the National Wild and Scenic

Rivers System. However, scenic Segment D, beginning at the confluence of the

East and West Forks, would terminate at Anthony. Segment D would be reduced to

ninety-six miles long and Segment E would not be designated. A river corridor

averaging 230 acres per mile of river, totaling approximately 30,700 acres is in

this alternative. Of this total acreage, l4,698 acres are public administered

lands and l6,002 acres are privately owned.

Inclusion would be through State request to the Secretary of Interior in

accordance with Section 2(a) (ii) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Management

would be by State or subdivision of the State, as determined in preparation of a

management plan.

This study has found widespread desire to protect the Greenbrier River and keep

its natural character with as little change from present conditions as possible.

There has not been agreement on how this can be accomplished.

Protecting a river's naturalness through inclusion in the National Wild and

Scenic Rivers System requires the active support of all parties involved. This

includes federal, State and local government, interest group, riparian

landowner, and other public entities. Riparian landowners, for the most part,

have opposed designation. Local government and sure special interest groups

support the landowners in opposition. They have presumed that the Forest

Service or National Park Service would be named the managing agency if the

Greenbrier was included in the National System by act of Congress, as provided

in Section 2(a) (i) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The public and local

governments in opposition to wild and scenic designation fear that federal

management will impose constraints that are too restrictive. The ultimate fear

is condemnation of land or easement by a federal managing agency as a method for

controlling incompatible land uses.

Section 2(a) (ii) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act provides a procedure that may

resolve these concerns of legislative designation and federal management and at

the same time provide protection for the Greenbrier River.

Under this procedure:

- Publics interested in preservation of the Greenbrier River would request

that the river from its headwaters to its confluence with Knapp Creek at

Marlinton be protected by an act of State legislature, amending the West

Virginia Natural Streams Preservation Act. (The river below Knapp Creek

is now protected by this act).

- Publics interested in preservation of the Greenbrier River would

establish a board or commission through the local county governments.

The purpose of this board would be to formulate a plan for the river and

adjacent lands. A comprehensive management plan would include corridor

boundaries, development and land use controls, and facilities planning.

federal, State, city, special interest group, landowner, and other

interests would be consulted and involved in preparing the plan. The

board would work directly with the State Department of Natural Resources

in defining management responsibility.

ll-A



- The board would seek inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System

through a State Department of Natural Resources request for consideration

by the State Governor.

- The Governor would review the management plan for approval and support.

The Governor would then forward a letter to the Secretary of the Interior

requesting that the Greenbrier River be added to the National System.

- The Secretary of Interior would make a determination that the managetent

plan is sufficient and is being effectively implemented to warrent

inclusion in the system.

This approach provides protection for the Greenbrier River in the National

System while providing a comprehensive and working management plan prior to

designation. It retains control of the river at State and local level and

should eliminate public apprehension associated with federal management.

The West Virginia Department of Natural Resources response to the draft

environmental statement supported "the concept of protecting the free-flowing

nature and scenic attributes of the Greenbrier River". The response also

requested consideration be given to modify Alternative 5 by extending the

boundary of the scenic segment D frcm Anthony to North Caldwell. This would

fully coordinate the river management area with management of the Greenbrier

River Trail, which terminates at North Caldwell.

A river corridor averaging 230 acres per mile of river, totaling approximately

33,690 acres could be included in this proposal. Of this total acreage, l4,856

acres are public administered lands and l8,834 acres are privately owned. A map

of this proposal is located on page l5-B. Constraints on public and private

land and resource use within the designated segments would be identified in the

managerent plan, prepared, approved by the West Virginia Governor, and

implemented prior to the request for inclusion in the National System. The

Greenbrier River below North Caldwell would continue to be protected under the

West Virginia Natural Streams Preservation Act. This proposal is the same as

Alternative 5 in responding to issues and concerns.

The State of West Virginia may put forward an act of the legislature to have

this proposal, or any other eligible segments of the Greenbrier river included

in the National System through the process described for Alternative 5, the

proposed action.

l l-B
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RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT E.I.S.

The following agencies, organizations, and persons cemented on the Draft EIS.

Copies of their letters and responses to cements are included on the following

pages .

Date of Reply

National Audubon Society September l6, l983

Mrs. George A. Patterson September l8, l983

Harold Zimmerman September 23, l983

Thane S. Farmer No Date

West Virginia Department of Culture and History September 26, l983

West Virginia Department of Health September 29, l983

Kevin Bogan September 30, l983

Aldene Troutman October 3, l983

West Virginia Governor's Office of Economic and

Ccmmunity Development October 5, l983

Phillip Dean October l8, l983

West Virginia Office of the Governor October l8, l983

Mr. and Mrs. Granison L. Eader October l9, l983

Mary P. Ratliff and Ray E. Ratliff, Jr. October l9, l983

West Virginia Hills and Streams October l9, l983

United States Department of Agriculture,

Soil Conservation Service, West Virginia

State Office October 24, l983

Elizabeth V. Nottingham October 24, l983

Mountain Dcxminion Resource Conservation and

Development Area October 25, l983

Jerry G. Schoolcraft, Sr. October 27, l983

Stephan Fleckenstein October 27, l983

Izaak Walton league of American, West Virginia Division October 28, l983

Elizabeth Hollandsworth October 3l, l983

J. M. Workman October 3l, l983

James A., Edith, and Dewey Workman November l, l983

Lawrence T. Workman November l, l983

Odeth H. Lambert November l, l983

United States Department of Transportation,

Federal High Administration, Region Three November 2, l983

Ronald D. and Jaynell G. Tibbs November 2, l983

West Virginia Depariment of Highways November 2, l983

W. Shank November 3, l983

West Virginia Department of Natural Resources November 4, l983

Francis C. Graham November 4, l983

United States Department of Health and

Human Services November 4, l983

Phillip C. Dean November 5, l983

West Virginia - Citizen Action Group November 5, l983

Jerry P. Kirk November 6, l983

The Pocahontas Times, William P. McNeel, Editor November 6, l983

48-A



Date of Reply

Summers County Health Department November 7, l983

United States Environmental Protection

Agency, Region III November 7, 1983

Mrs. Jean E. Holmes No Date

Virginia Steele November 2l, l983

48-B



SUMMARY OF PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE

DRAF'I' E.I.S./STUDY REPORT

Distribution of the Greenbrier Wild and Scenic River Study Draft Environmental

Impact Statement and Study Report generated forty public responses (thirty-eight

letters or postcards, one verbal, and one petition containing two hundred

seventy signatures) .

Of the forty responses, thirteen indicated a preference for no wild and scenic

designation, eighteen for designation, and nine not stating a preference.

Of the forty responses, thirteen preferred Alternative l (no action,

continuation of present management) , three preferred Alternative 2 (full

designation, l99 miles under federal managerent) , two preferred Alternative 4

(designation to Anthony, l33 miles under federal managerent) , eleven preferred

Alternative 5 (designation to Anthony, l33 miles under State and local

managetent, Forest Service Preferred Alternative), and two preferred a

modification of Alternative 5 (designation to North Caldwell, l46 miles under

State and local managerent) .

48-C
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NationalAudubonSociety

CORKSCREWSWAMPSANCTUARY

RT.6.BOXI875A,SANCTUARYRQ,NAPLESFL.13999

September16,1983

Mr.RalphF.Mumme
ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.O.BOX1548

Elkins,WV26241

DearMr.Mumme:

AsanativeofRichwood,WestVirginia,Ispentmanyhappy

daysontheCherry,Williams,CranberryandGreenbrierriversof

mybelovedstate.MyfirsttroutwascaughtontheWilliamsRiver

whenIwasbutafewyearsold,andmyfriendsandIusedtotube

downtheCherryfromthethirdbridgetotheFallsbackinthe

fifties.Thiswaslongbeforethetermwhitewatereverexisted.

Mysister,herhusbandandfamilynowlivejustoutside

LewisburgafewmilesfromtheGreenbrierandenjoyrecreationon

thismagnificenttreasure.

Thepointofallthisisthatlhaveaninvestmentintimeand

energyinwhatIbelievetobeoneofthemostbeautifulareas

eastoftheMississippi.

IwishtosupportthedesignationoftheGreenbrierasaWild

andScenicRiverandagreethatalternative(5)isthebestsolu

tiontothepropertyrightsissue.

Thankyouforsendingtheinformationandallowingmethe

opportunitytocommentonwhat,inmyopinion,isaveryimportant

topic.Pleasekeepmeinformedastofuturedevelopments.

Sincerely,

blfl~\(.d\t

JerryCutlip

Manager/Biologist
AMERICANSCOMMITTEDTOCONSERVATION

Responseto:

NationalAudubonSociety

Noresponsenecessary,



P.O.Box126

Lewieburg,I’!210901
Septeeberi8,1983

Mr.RalphF.Hum

ForestSupervisor

Monongahela.NationalForeet

"P.0.Boxi581+

Elkins,W262101

Deerhr.lune:

Thankyouforyou-‘communicationofSeptember8,offeringme

enopportunitytocommentontheGreenbrierHildendScenicRiverStuiy.

ISincethecurrenttrendofpublicopinioninthetlocal

nnegelemtieeiee,11agreewiththechoiceofAlternetetive5asbeing

thebeetceureee!ection.Thiscementisofferedaseprivatecitizen.

H--‘

Sincerely,

Hre.GeorgeA.Patterson
(MemberBoardofDirectors

NationalCouncilofStateGardenClubs,Inc.) CitizenofGreenbrierCounty,fleetVirginie

Responseto:

Mrs.GeoeA.Patterson

Noresponsenecessary.
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WESTVIRGINI'
DEPARTMENTOFCULTUREANDHISTOR JOHND.ROCKEFHLERIV.GOVERNO'

NORMANLFAGAN,COMMISSIONE

September26,l983

Mr.RalphF.Mumme
ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Boxl548

Elkins,WV2624l

DearMr.Mumme:

ThankyouforyourrecentletterandthecopyoftheForest

ServiceGreenbriersurveyreport,whichhavebeenreferred

tomyattention.

WhileCultureandHistorydoesnothavethedirectstakein

theGreenbrierstudythatsomeotheragenciesofstate

governmentmayhave,weweregladfortheopportunityto

reviewyourfindings.Ihavecirculatedyourstudyamong

professionalsinseveralunitsoftheDepartment,andthey

joinmeincongratulatingyouonthethoroughnessofthework.

SomestaffersexpresseddisappointmentthattheGreenbrier

couldnotberecommendedforfullorpartialWildandScenic RiverstatusunderForestServicemanagement,asoutlinedin

yourAlternatives2,3,and4.However,weunderstandthat

yourpreferredAlternative5maybemostrealisticunderthe

circumstances,anddefinitelybetterthanAlternative1

(providingfornoaction).

We'llholdthestudyreportforfuturereference,andfollow withinterestthecontinuationofyourpublicreviewprocess.

Sincerely,

Ia.Gnu/tr

KENSULLIVAN

FolklifeDirector

KS=ms

HECULYURALCENTERICAPITOLCOMPLEX/CHARLESTON,WESTVIRGINIAI‘25305/304'348'022

Responseto:

WestVirginiaDepartmentofCulture

andHistory

Noresponsenecessary.

X-B-
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Responseto:

WestV'iniaDetofHealth

Noresponsenecessary.

  

  

fiat:nf‘estlflirgimia

Mr.RalphF.Humane,ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Boxl548

Elkins,WestVirginia2624l

DearMr.Humme:

/

I-(/Z

WJamesifllfodzgjes,P./E.//{ '

  

SectionChief-SouthernD

DrinkingWaterDivision5I.’

JHH:ns

JohnD-RockelellevIV

L.ClerkHensbevqer,MD

GOVIYDOI

Dneclor

CMAIHI'O'I25105

September29,l983

ThankyouforyourrecenttransmittaloftheGreenbrierWild

andScenicRiverStudydraftenvironmentalimpactstatementand

studyreport.Dr.Hansbargerhasreferredthereporttothisoffice

forreviewandcomments.

Thereviewisnowinprocessandanycommentswemayhavewill

betransmittedtoyounolaterthanOctober3l,l983.

OFFICEOFENVIRONMENTALHEALTHSERVICES

moownsummoan5mm,us?CHARLESTON.wtsrvmcmm25305TELEPMONE(3041340-1



Route3

SweetSprings.HVA2&980

September30,1983

RalphF.Mumme

ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.U.Boxi5h8

Elkins.W.VA262h1

DearMr.Mumme:

Ihavereadthedraftenvironmentalimpactstatement

concerningtheGreenbrierRiverStudyforclassificationin

thewildandScenicRiversActandwholeheartedlysupport

theproposedAlternative#5.

AlthoughIdonotliveneartheriverIcanwellunderstand

thefearsofthosepeoplewhodo.whodon"twanttheinter

ventionofafederalagency.BecausetheU.S.Uepartmentof

Interiorhasalackofcommitmenttothesafekeepingofour

environmentIsendavoteofconfidencetothestudycom

mitteeforalloftheireffortstocreateasoundandaccept

ablelocalplanofmanagement.Iknowverylittleabout

publiclandmanagementandaminterestedtohearmoreasit

develops.

TheGreenbrierRiveris.asyousay,richinhistory

andimmeasureableinnaturalbeauty.Ihopeitwillremain

thatway.Thankyouforyourconcertedandcontinuedeffort.

Sincerely,

rcvvle$l"4_
KevinBogan‘)

Responseto:

KevinB29811

NOresponsenecessary.
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Responseto:

AldeneTroutman

Noresponsenecessary.
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SIAY!0‘WIS‘vmcmm

GOVERNOR'SOFFICE

OF

ECONOMICANDCOMMUNITYDEVELOPMENT

1m0ROCKEFELLER|vcm‘um'‘“"5MILESDEAN

WVEINOIIIIECYO'

October5,l983

File:PNRS-G

EIS

Mr.RalphF.Mumme

ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Boxl548

Elkins,WestVirginia2624l

Re:GreenbrierWild&ScenicRiverStudy-Draft

EnvironmentalImpactStatementandStudyReport

DearMr.Mumme:

TheStateClearinghousehasreviewedtheDraftEnvironmental

ImpactStatementandStudyReportfortheabove-referencedproject,

andhasfoundtheproposaltobeconsistentwithoveralldevelopment

goalsandobjectivesoftheState.

ThiswillcertifythattherequirementsoftheStateClearinghouse

BeviewandCommentprocesshavebeenmet,andtheStateClearinghouse

isinconcurrencewiththeproposal.

AcopyofthecommentsofMr.ThomasE.Holder,Manager,Planning

Unit,CommunityDevelopmentDivision,Governor'sOfficeofEconomic andCommunityDevelopment,isenclosedforyourfurtherinformation.

Sincerely,

redCutlip,Di

CommunityDevelopment

FC=am

Enc.

Responseto:

WestVirginiaGovernor'sOfficeofEconomic

andCommunityDevelgmt

NOresponsesnecessary.

0-7
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CLEARINGHOUSEUSE

GOVERNOR'SOFFICEOFECONOMICANDCOMMUNITYDEVELOPMENTone9l683_

CommunityDevelopmentDivision‘0_D

wESTVIRGINIASureCLEARINGHOUSEm:NO___PNIB

ROOM8-548.BUILDINGl6

CHARLESTON.WES‘!VIRGINIA25305CommentsconcerningI lliooldbereceivedbyI

nolllermen:9130182

(DRAFT)ENVIRONMENTALIMPACTSTATEMENT

(DEIS)

To.'IbmHolder,Manafir

PlanningaDevelopmentDivision

__Camnm1q!_mielcpnant_—___——_—

  

FredQitlip,Director FROM:mmlalqnenf_—_

 

DEISDESCFHPT'ONZGreenbrierWild&ScenicRiverStu-DraftEfnvimiental

tatetentStReport

Theattached(Draft)EnvironmentalImpactStatementisreferredtoyouragencyforREVIEWand COMMENTS.IfyouragencyhasaninterestinthisStatementanddesirestocommentonitplease CHECKTHEAPPROPRIATE80X.YourcooperationisaskedinreturningthismemototheState

ClearinghouseOffice,indicatingyourinterestornot,10daysfromitsreceipt.

DNocomment(PleaseIndicateReasonInSpaceBelow)[3Commentsbeingdeveloped

CICommentsshouldmoreappropriately

yCommentssubmittedherewith

also)comefromAgency(s)aslistedbel

7M4/l<Ear/9w?»-MA9326

Jpn/7M524/}4%///”7¢7>'L§

D

"LIE“MRI-‘$621095Gll‘lifilll'i'i(MICE

(Pleaseusereversesideifadditionalspaceisneeded)

ReviewersSignatureMDateg[41£34F]
Title'\,1_.____Telephone‘Mi-I‘

Responseto:

WestVirginiaGovernor'sOfficeofEconcxmic

andCommunityDevelgpmgt
Noresponsenecessary.



Octoberl8,l983 JohnW.Hazel

Wild&ScenicRiversPlanner

MonongahelaNationalForest

PostOfficeBoxl5‘I8

Elkins,WestVirginia262hl

Sir:

Thisisarequestforinformationandassistance.

Bychancewordofmouth,wehaveinformationthata proposalwillsoonbemadetotheSecretaryofAgri

cultureandthatallcommentspertainingtosuchpro

posalsmustbereceivedby7November'3.

Therefore,werequestthefollowing:

‘IIA.thedeadlineforreceivingcommentsbeex

4

tendedsixtytoninetydays.

2'B.thatallriparianownersbefurnisheda
copyofthe"DraftEnvironmental

ImpactStatement&StudyReport"

3|C.allcitizenswithintheGreenbrierRiver

Valleybeinformedofyourproposals

bypublicmeetings.

Sinceyouractionswilldirectlyaffectourlivesand

property,wefeelitisveryimproperforyounotto

informthecitizensofthisareaofsuchactions. Wehavereceivednoinformationfromyouinover26

monthsandknowofnolandownersinthisregionwho

havereceivedsuchinformation.Wehavereasonto

believeyouhavekeptyourproponentsbetterinformed.

WebelievetheGreenbrierRiverisadequatelyprotected

bytheWestVirginiaStreamsPreservationAct.

Claw/‘V

PhillipDen

50?SecondAvenue

Marlinton,WestVirginiaM95“

Sinceely,

  

Responseto:

M22262

"mommaIIA'I'IGMLmm

P.0.MKl548

ELKINS,WES!‘VIRGINIA2624l

2370

Noverber2,1983

Mr.PhillipDean
507SecondAvenue

Marlinton,westVirginia24954

DearMr.Dean:

ThankyouforyourletterofOctoberl8,l983,requestingthatthe reviewperiodbeextendedfromsixtytoninetydays:thatallriparian ownersbefurnishedacopyoftheDEIS/StudyReport;andthatall citizenswithintheGreenbrierRiverValleybeinformedbypublic

meetings.

TheestablishedduedateofNovember7,1983,forpublicresponsetothe GreenbrierWildandScenicRiverStudyDEIS/StudyReportfullymeets
requirementsofthenationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct.Realistically, somedatetrustbesetorresponseswouldcomedriftinginindefinitely.

wewillbeginassemblingandanalyzingpublicresponsesafterNovember
7,1983,inpreparingtheFinalEnvironmentalImpactStatanent.

However,thiswillbeaconsiderabletaskthatcouldpossiblyextendto theendofthe1983calendaryear.Icanassureyouthatallpublic carmentreceiveduptothepointoffinalcompletionoftheFEISwillbe

considered.TheofficialpublicresponseduedateofNovember7,l983,

willstand.

Allpublics,riparianlandownersandothers,mayreceiveacopyofthe DraftEnvirommntalInpactStatenent,uponrequest.Iamincludinga

copyforyouwiththisletter.

Thefollowingstepshavebeentakentoensurepublicparticipation

opportunitiesforrespondingtotheDEIS/StudyReport:

-TheDEIS/StudyReportandcoverletterannouncingavailability

hasbeensenttothefederalcongressionaldelegation.

-TheDEIS/StudyReportandcoverletterannouncingavailability

hasbeensenttoapplicablemembersoftheStateLegislature.

-TheDEIS/StudyReportandcoverletterannouncingavailability

hasbeensenttoapplicablefederalagencies.

-TheDEIS/StudyReportandcoverletterannouncingavailability

hasbeensenttotheGovernorandappropriateWestVirginiaState

Agencies.ThisincludesA-95notification.

0--



Responseto:

Novenber2,1983 Page‘No

-TheDEIS/StudyReportandcoverletterannouncingavailabilityto otheragenciesandorganizationslistedintheDEIShasbeensent

toCountyofficials,conservationorganizations,industry,

collegesanduniversities,municipalities,andotherinterests.
-CopiesoftheSumnaryandProposedActionsectionsofthedraft

environmentalimpactstatmnentandcoverletterannouncing

conpletionoftheDEIS/StudyReporthavebeensenttoFederal,
State,andlocalagencies,specialinterestgroups,landowners,

andotherinterestedgroupsandindividuals.Theseagencies,

groups,orindividualshaveparticipatedinpriorpublic

involvementactivitiesconcerningtheRiverStudyorhave

requestedtobekeptinformed.AstatementofDEIS/StudyReport

availabilitywasincluded.

-Anewsreleasetoallnewsmediaswithinthestudyareawassent

out.ThereleaseannouncedthecompletionoftheDEIS/Study

Report,describedthealternatives,identifiedtheForestService
preferredalternative,includedastatementofOBIS/StudyReport

availability,andspecifiedtheNovember7duedateforpublic

cornent.

-AletteroftransmittalwassenttotheEPA.TheEPApublisheda

NoticeofAvailabilityfortheDEIS/StudyReportintheFederal

Register.

-Approximately475copiesoftheDEIS/StudyReportandover500

copiesoftheSmmmaryandProposedActionsectionsoftheDEIS

havebeendistributedtointerestedandconcernedpublics.

Wefeelthatinterestedandconcernedpublicshavebeennotifiedofthe DEIS/StudyReportavailabilityandhavebeenencouragedtoparticipate inthereviewofthedocument,withouttheneedoffurtherpublic

meetings.

YourstatementconcerningthecurrentadequacyofthewestVirginia StateStreamsPreservationActinprotectingtheGreenbrierRiverhas

beennoted.Thankyouforyourinput.

Sincerely,

Jonnw.HAZEL

wildandScenic

RiversPlannerJllazel:elt

EnclosureWordProcessorll/Diskette/PMJBC

DocumentName/237011/2Deanbetter

H--17



5--I’

Responseto:

WestVirginiaOfficeoftheGovernor

Noresponsenecessary.

SYAYEorwearvmomm

OFFICEOFTHEGOVERNOR

CHARLESTON25305

  

Jennt’)-RocuunuznIV

°”‘“°'Octoberl8,1983

DearMr.Mumme,

Iwishtothankyouforthecopyof thedraftenvironmentalimpactstatement

andstudyreportontheGreenbrierWild

andScenicRiverStudy.

Inorderthatallnaturalresource

considerationsareproperlyevaluated,I

haverequestedthatourDepartmentof

NaturalResourcesreviewandcommenton

thisstudybytherequesteddateof

November7,l983.

Onceagain,weappreciatethe

opportunitytoreviewthisdocument.

Sincerely,

JohmqrkckefellrIV

Mr.RalphF.Mumme
ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

PostOfficeBoxl548

Elkins,WestVirginia26241
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Octoberl9,l983 JohnN.Hazel -

WildandScenicRiversPlanner

UnitedStatesDept.ofAgriculture

ForestService .

MonongahelaNationalForest

PostOfficeBoxl5h8

Elkins,WestVirginia262Ul

RE:GreenbrierRiverStudy

Sir:

WehavealetterfromyoudatedAugust2l,l98lstating

thatournamewasonthemailinglistforfutureinformation

concerningtheGreenbrierRiverwildandscenicfl¥§€n

study.Asyouknow,wehavereceivednocommunica1

fromyousincethattime!

StudyReport?

Countusastronglyopposedtoanyfurthercontrolof

theGreenbrierRiverbyanyone!

WebelievetheGreenbrierRiverisadequatelyprotected

bytheWestVirginiaStreamsPreservationAct.

Sincerely,

5§la.O/>kh1a.-éavzoézLdgh.

Mr.&Mrs.GranisonL.:ader

Route2-Box5?,'

Buckeye,WestVirginia2h92b

cc:Mr.R.MaxPeterson,Chief-ForestService

PostOfficeBox2&l?

Washington,D.C.20013

Responseto:

Mr.andMrs.GranisonL.Eader

 
)DNG‘GAHEMNATIONALFOREST

P.0.BOX1548

EZXINS,WESTVIRGINIA26261

2370

O:tober2b,1983

Mr.andMrs.GranisonL.Elder

Route2,Box54

Buckeye,WestVirginia2492/0
DearMr.andMrs.Bader:

InresponsetoyourinquirydatedOctober19,1983,astoshy youwerenotcontactedbynailconcerningtheGreenbrierWild

andScenicRiverStudy.

''''tionget

WhdidroponentsofWlldandscenicdesigna

copies0?theDraftEnvironmentalImpactstatementand

'''‘dcompiling

uestionourneutralityinconductingan '

xii:study.yHowcanwebesurecommentsproandconowill

befairlyrecordedpriortoyourNovember7deadline.

ThisofficeamttoyouonSeptember8,1983,acopyofthe
SunnaryandProposedActionsectionsofthedraftenvironmen

talimpactstatementforreviewandcmt.Myletterex

plainedthatthefulldocumentwasavailableuponrequest.I

ansendingacopyofthisletterforyourinformation.Ian

alsosendingacopyoftheentireDEISandStudyReportin

hopesthatyouwillfindthetiletoreviewandrespond.

Perhapsthereasonyoudidnotreceiveyournailingisbecause

youhavechangedyouraddresssinceourlastcontact.Your
envelopeandletterofJuly16,1983,showyouraddressas

Route1,notRoute2,asnowindicated.However,wehavenot

hadournailingofSeptember8,addressedtoyourRoute1

address,returned.

Allagencies,organizations,andpersonslistedonpage46of theD815,aswellasanyonerequestingcopies,havebeensent

theentireD215andStudyReport.

Sincerely,

JOHNW.HAZEL

WildandScenic

RiverCoordinator

Enclosure

Jllazelcelt
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Rt.l,Boxl44

Liberty,WV25l24

Octoberl9,l983

Mr.RalphF.Mumme

ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Boxl548

Elkins,WV2624l

Wewouldliketoexpressourstrongsupportforthe

additionoftheGreenbrierRivertotheNationalwildand

andScenicRiversSystem.Aswnersofpropertybordering

theGreenbrierRiverbelowRonceverte,wesupportthe

toughestpossiblestancetowardpreservingthepresent

characterofthisbeautifulandextraordinaryriver.

Ourfirstpreferenceamongtheproposedalternatives

isAlternative2(Fulldesignation).OnlyiftheForest

Servicefindsthisalternativetotallyimpossiblefor

politicalreasonswouldwesupportthelesseralternatives.

However,ifthechoiceultimatelyfallsbetweennoprotection

andthelimitedprotectionofAlternative5,wetrustthe

ForestServicewillfighttopreventfurtherdegradation

ofthisvaluableresource.

Ofspecialconcerntousistheproposaltoconstruct

adamontheupperportionoftheriver.wefeelthatsuch

intrusiononthenaturalenvironmentisunacceptableunder

anyalternatfve.

Thankyouforextendingtheopportunitytopresentour

viewstotheForestService.

Sincerely,

  

DearMr.Mumme:

cc:Hon.RobertByrd

Hon.JenningsRandolph

Hon.HarleyO.Staggers,Jr.

Hon.BobWise

Mr.KennethGoodall,IzaakWaltonLeague

Responseto:

MagiP.RatliffandRayE.Ratliff,Jr.

Noresponsenecessary.
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UnnadStatesForestMarlintonRangerDistrict

oe°”"“en‘Msewn”Marlinton,westVirginia24954

Agnculluw

1950-F.S.NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct0*October20,1983

GreenbrierWildandScenicRiverStudy

RalphF.Humme,ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

On10/19/83Mr.FredRayandPhillipConleyvisitedthisofficetoprovide
verbalcommentsontheDraftBISfortheGreenbrierwildandScenicRiver. BothareontheBoardofDirectorsoftheWestVirginiaHillsandStreams.

Hr.Ray'scomment:HedidnotagreewiththeForestServicepreferred
alternative.Ray'spositionisthatsincethereisvirtuallynopublic

supportforinclusionoftheRiverintheWildandScenicSystemthelogical

alternativeshouldbeforcontinuationofpresentmanagement.Headvised

thattheForestServicedeterminedthattheRiverwaseligibleforinclusion
intheWildandScenicSystembutthatunderthepreferredalternativesthe

RiverwouldbeincludedonlythroughaStaterequestfordesignation.

Thesemmentsareforwardedforyourrecords.

/&I

A.

DistrictRanger

WestVJ._rg'iniaHillsandStreams

Noresponsenecessary.

______.__.
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ISoil

‘625335531cmmmStateOffice

AgncullureSconce75HighStreet,Room301

Horgantown,HestVirginia26505

October24,1983

RalphF.Mumme,ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

PmtOfikeBmH“

Elkins,HestVirginia2624i

Membersofthestaffinthisofficehavereviewedthedraftenvironmental impactstatementandstudyreportontheGreenbrierHildandScenicRiver

Study.Generally,wefoundthedocumenttobewellwrittenandmost

informative.CommentsonparticularsectionsoftheDEISarelistedbelow:

Summary,Page1V,Lastparagraph

Inthisparagraphandinotherplacesthroughoutthedocument,

Alternative5iscreditedwitheliminatingthethreatofcondemnation

andminimizinglossoflandownerrights.AstheStateorsub

divisionsoftheStatehavetherighttocondemnproperty,andasthe

GreenbrierRiverCorridorwouldultimatelybeaddedtotheNationalHild
andScenicRiverSystem(comingunderthesamerulesandconstraintsas anyotherdesignatedriver),Alternative5doesnotappeartoeliminate

suchthreatsorlosses.PerhapsitJustsalleviatesthefearof

condemnation.

Page33,RateandEndangered

Riverotter(Lutracanadensis)andosprey(Pandionhaliaetus)arenot

listedasendangeredorthreatenedundertheEndangeredSpeciesAct
of1973.Reference:50CFRPartl7,FederalRegister/Vol.45,No.99

Tuesday,May20,1980.

I

Hecanfindnodocumentedevidenceofriverotter(Lutracanadensis) occurringwithintheGreenbrierRiverareaoranywhereelseinHest

Virginiainrecenttimes.

Thankyoufortheopportunitytoreviewthedocument.Iffurtherexplanation

ofcommentsisdesired,pleaseinformthisoffice.

Sincerely,M

cc:

Chief,SCS,Hashington,DC

pi.

e;

DearMr.Hume:

allnN.Swank

StateConservationist

7h.SolConan-honsome.

I.InagencyoiIn.

VDocumwuoiAgmunuo

Responset0:

UnitedStatesDetoficulture,
SolConservationServiceWestVinia

StateOfhas

l.Section6(b)oftheWildandScenic

RiversActauthorizesconieimation,with limitations,toacquirefeetitleand/or

scenicorothereasementswithina

federallyadministeredwild,scenic,or recreationalriverarea.TheSecretary

oftheInteriornortheSecretaryof

AgricultureareauthorizedbytheActto

acquirelandsoreasementsby_

condemationforriversaddedtothe
nationalsystanthroughtheprocess

describedinSection2(a)(ii).

Alternative5doesnotinclude

oondeimationauthorizationprovidedby

theAct.

 

TheStateorsubdivisionsoftheState

haverightstocondemnproperty.__

However,Alternative5proposesinclusion

tothenationalsystemthrmqhthe

Governor'srequesttotheSecretaryof
Interiorafterthemanagementplanis

preparedandimplemented.Useof.__

oorxiem'iationbytheStateorsubdivisions

oftheStatewouldbeclearlyspecified inthemanagementplanbeforetheriver

isrequestedforinclusioninthesysten.

Alternative5shouldalleviatethefear

ofoondannation.

 

2.Weconcur.RiverOtterandOspreyare notlistedasendangeredorthreatened
undertheErdangeredSpeciesActofl973.
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Responseto:

ElizabethV.NottEg'ham

l.

Initially,increasesinrecreationaluse

oftheriverwouldbegreaterwith

designationasaocmponentoftheWild

andScenicRiversSystem.However,

undesirableimpacts,suchasthoseyou

describe,wouldbelessthrough

managenentoftheriverareainthe

NationalSystem.OnepurposeoftheWild andScenicRiverSystem,asstatedinthe
Act,istoensurethatsystanrivers"be preservedinfree-flowingcondition,and

thattheyandtheirimnediate

environmentsshallbeprotectedforthe

benefitandenjoymentofpresentand

futuregenerations.

7--
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AGRICULTURESERVICECENTER

114G011‘ROAD

PRINCETON,WESTVIRGINIA“710

COUNTIES:mcoowsu.MERCERMONROERALEIGHSUM

....M

BLAND,GILES,TAZEWELLERS'WYOMING

 

October25,1983

Fir.JohnHazel P.O.BoxlSéS

Elkins,FV2624l

Dearfir.Ziazel:

Thankyoufort‘xeDraftReportontheGreenbrierRiverWild&ScenicRiver.

AlthoughwearenowinvolvedonlywiththisRiverinSummersand)Ionroe
Counties,anapplicationisbeingnreparedthatwouldaddGreenbrierand

PocahontasCountiestoourauthorizedarea.

1IWoulditbepossibleforyoutosunnlyuswithacopyoftheWildand

ScenicRiversAct,especiallySection2(a)(ii)?

Thankyou.

Sincerely,

@iloses‘

PaulBrant

ProjectCoordinator

Responseto:

Mom

WW

1.

tainDaninionResourceConservationand

MailedNovember29,l983.

Z--I7



Responseto:

JeG.SchoolcraftSr.

Noresponsenecessary.

VVHQ-



/0~.27-a3

€aQbn43fi¢4AZduiI,4m1_ZzZ

é4édrvnwaZifi,dovdiiilevjf<%;QZAZZQQMA/

ldctnai/fi14ez/.¢uQLWfiFKHE‘flY
dagflult54¢)¢%a&n4¢ua4//aozeat¢kfifira

fifu/niadm/¢uv~a//en%M¢Z’;¢€fMQZZZgf

i;?%l{e/u{'€?oo7ioevZQ3Z7¥utdxfiQkoudzee

fl/é'Bdl/AE.z/,

L61/2”];

Responseto:

StephenFleckenstein

Noresponsenecessary.
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Hr.RalphF.Mumme

Supervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

BoxI558

Elkins,WestVirginia262bl

TheWestVirginiaDivisionoftheIzaakValtonLeagueofAmericahas

reviewedthealternativeproposalsforwildandscenicriverstatusforthe

uppersectionoftheGreenbrierRiverandsubmitsthefollowingstatement.

Inviewofthequestionableoutcomeofwildandscenicriverdesignation fortheGreenbrierRiver,theDivisionatthistimewouldsupportStateLegis

lationthatwouldextendprotectiontotheupperGreenbrierRiverunderthe

WestVi.giniaStreamPreservationAct.

‘‘In’!all;it1it'ilgiju‘1m

“CM

October28,i983‘_=mw_4

DearMr.Mumme:

"TheWestVirginiaDivisionoftheIzaakWaltonLeagueofAmericaisin

agreementwiththeconceptofsomeformofprotectionfortheGreenbrierRiver whichwouldmaintainthefreeflowingnatureoftheriveranditsscenicattri

butes.

“ShouldthisprotectionbethroughtheNationalWildandScenicRiverAct,

itshouldonlybethroughthestatedesignationprocesswhichinvolvesthe

activeparticipationoflocalcommunities,landownersandcitizensinthede

velopmentoftherivermanagementprotectionplanpriortotheriverbeing

includedinthewildandscenicriversystem."

Thankyoufortheopportunitytorespondtothisimportantmatterof

streampreservation.

Sincerely,

KenGoodall,President

WestVirginiaDivision,IHLA

Ronceverte

KenGoodall,PresidentP.0.Box20h,WestVirginia,24970Phone:304-6A5-2649

':3‘.THEIZAAKWALTONLEAGUEOFAMEJCA !‘tuft;

Responseto:

IzaakWaltonLe§u_e_ofAmerica

Noresponsenecessary.



it.6Box171

Hartinsburg,WestVirginia2540l

October31,198)

Elkins,WestVirginia262kl

IamwritingyouinregardtothoGreenbrierWildandScenicRiver

Study.ItismystrongbeliefthatinoriertokeeptheGreenbrier

Riverinitsnaturalstate,itmustbeontrusteitothepresentowners. Mostofthe11ndaijacanttotheGreonorier2iverhasbeeninfamilies

foryearsandwillbeprotectedbytheirheirs.

IgwnsixacresoflandthatisborderedbytheGreenbrierRiver

andWatogaStatePark.AslongasILive,thislandwillrenainasit

is-initsnaturalstate.

Myparentscanl50acresalongthisriver.Ihavebeenassuredby

themandtheirhairsthattheirpropertydillremaininitsnaturalstate.
Intalkingwithotherpropertyowners,itistheirwishthltthisproperty

remainasitis.

Iamverymuchopzosedtothestateoranyothergrouptakingover

thispropertybecauseofthemisuseofotherstateoperatedproperties

alongthisriver.IamreferingtotheCand0RailroadHikingTrail

andthestateownedcampgrounds.Thelandsurroundingtheseareashas
beenpollutedandmisusedbysocalledhikersandcampers.Theprivacy

oflandownershasbeeninvadedbysocalleiecologymindedpeople

litteringandridingmotoraivehiclesonthetrail.

Fromtheaboveobservations,itismyearnestbeliefthatoutsiders

knowverylittleaboutourenvironmentorwhatittikestokeepandprotect

(KI--I?

Mr.Ral,hF.Munmo

MonongahelaNitionalForest

P.0.Box1548
DearSir:

itsnaturalstate.

Sincerely,

W

ElizabethHollandsworth

Responseto:

ElizabethHollandsworth

l.

 

TheGreenbrierWildandScenicRiver

Studyincludedanestimated24acresof

privatelandacquisitionbytheForest
ServiceandStateforpublicaccessand

usesites.Theremainingprivatelyowned

landwithinthedesignatedboundaries

wouldremaininprivateownership. Actualacquisitionneedswouldbe

determinedaspartofthemanagement

plan.
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Route6,FOX2'5l

yooresville,NorthCarolina26116

October31,195]

Mr.RalphF.Hunne

MonongahelaNitianalForest

P.0.Sex1543

Elkins,WestVirginiaZSZUl

Del"Sir:

IamwritingyouinregarltotheGreenbrierWildandSceniciiver

Study.ItismystrongbeliefthatinordertokeeptheGreenbrier

Riverinitsnaturalstate,itmustbeentristeitothepresentowners. MostofthelandadjacenttotheGreenbrierliverhasbeeninfamilies

foryearsaniwillbeprotectedbytheirheirs.

IownsixacresoflandthatisborderedbytheGreenbrierRiver
andwatogaStatePark.AslongasIlive,thislandwillremainasit

is-initsnaturalstate.

Myparentsownl60acresalongthisriver.Ihavebeenassuredby

themandtheirheirsthatthispropertywillremaininitsnaturalstate.
Intalkingwithotherprorortyowners,itistheirwishthatthisproperty

remainasitis.

Iamverymuchopposadtothestateoranyothergrouptakingover

thispropertybecauseofthemisuseofotherstateoperatedproperties

alongthisriver.IamreferingtotheCandORailroaiHikingTrail
andthestateownedcampgroands.Thelandsurroundingtheseareashas beenrapedbysocalledhikersandcampers.Theprivacyoflandowners

hasbeeninvaiedbysocalledecologymindeipeoplelitteringand

ridingmotoredvehiclesonthetrail.

Fromtheaboveobservations,itismyearnestbeliefthatoutsiders

knowverylittleaboutourenvironmentorwhatittakestokeepani

protectitsnaturalztate.

Sincerely.

.44.WW

JOMe

cc:U.5.SenatorJessieHelms

Responseto:

J.M.Workman

l.

 

TheGreenbrierWildandScenicRiver

Studyincludedanestimated24acresof

privatelandacquisitionbytheForest
ServiceandStateforpublicaccessand

usesites.Theremainingprivatelyowned

landwithinthedesignatedboundaries

wouldremaininprivateownership. Actualacquisitionneedswouldbe

determinedaspartofthemanagement

plan.
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Responseto:

JamesA.,Edith,andDeweyWorkman

l.Alternative5,theproposedaction,
includesmanagenentbytheStateor

politicalsubdivisionoftheStatein

accordancewithSection2(a)(ii)ofthe WildandScenicRiversAct.Management

byaFederalagencyisnotproposed.



Hillsboro,WV2h9h6

uovember.l,l98]

Mr.RalphF.Mumme
ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Boxl5h8

Elkins,WV262bl

DearMr.Mumme!

IamwritinginreferencetotheGreenbrierWild

endScenicRiverStudy.

AsapropertyowneralongtheGreenbrierRiver,Ian

opposedtotheStateaddingtherivertotheState

naturalstreamsystem.TheStatecouldrequestthat

theriverbeaddedtotheNationalWildandScenic

RiverSystemandIamverymuchagainstFederal

managementoftheGreenbrierRiver. Sincerely,

LawrenceT.Workman

Lawrence'1‘.Workman

 

lilternative5,theproposedaction,
mcludesmanagementbytheStateor

politicalsubdivisionoftheStatein

accordancewithsection2(a)(ii)ofthe WildandScenicRiversAct.Management

byaFederalagencyisnotproposed.
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November2,1983

INIIFLYIII'IIYOI

Mr.RalphF.Mumme

ForestSupervisorEFF-03.4

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.O.Boxl548

Elkins,WestVirginia2624l

Re:2370D315GreebrierWildandScenicRiverStudy

DearMr.Mumme:

InreferencetoyourletterofSeptember8,l983,boththis officeandtheWestVirginiaDivisionOfficeoftheFederal

HighwayAdministrationhavereviewedtheabovereferenced

D215andofferthefollowingcomments:

l.TheDEISdoesnotidentifythehighwaysystemwithin theriverareaunderstudyandthepotentialimpacts

oftheincreasedvisitationanticipatedonthehighway

system.

2.Thepotentialprojectimpactsand/orrestrictionsplaced

onfuturehighwaymodificationsor-constructionshouldbe

identified.Theserestrictionsandconsequentialimpacts

areofparticularconcernforthosehighwayswhichwill

havebridgesreplacedorrehabilitatedinthefuture.

WeappreciatetheopportunitytoreviewtheDEIS.Please

sendustwocopiesofthefinaldocumentassoonasitbecomes

U.5.DEPARTMENTOFTRANSPORTATION

IIDIIALmonnvAonmlsnunou

IICIOIVIII‘

3lHopkinsPlaza

Baltimore,Maryland2l20l

available.

Sincerelyyours,

‘(dad(94w
VincentCiletti

Director,OfficeofPlanning

andProgramDevelopment

Responseto:

UnitedStatesDetofTrrtation,

FedergHJFEAdnunistrationiglen3

l.

Increasedvisitationisprojectedwith allalternatives.Roadmaintenanceis
consideredunder"LocalPublicServices

intheCIIVIPARISQQOFEFFEXII'SONTHE

SmIALCUGPQ‘ENI‘OFHUMANENVIKIQMENI‘,

page25.Increasedneedswithincreased

recreationvisitationisidentified.

Landusesanddevelopmentswithinthe

riverareainexistencewhenariverisdesignatedmaybepermittedtocontinue.

Potentialimpactsoffuturebridgeor

highwaymodificationand/orconstruction

projectwouldbecoveredinan

environmentalanalysispreparedbythe

U.S.DepartmentofTransportation.



),-B.’

November2,1983

Mr.&Mrs.RonaldD.Tibbs

P.O.Box186

Buckeye,W.Va.24924

Mr.RalphF.Mumme,ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.O.Box1548

Elkins,w.Va.26241

RE:GreenbrierRiver

WildandScenicRiverStudy

DearMr.Mumme;

wearewritingonceagaintovoiceouroppositiontotheproposal

toincludetheGreenbrierinthewildandScenicRiverSystem.

Wewouldallliketobelievethatthecodeofthetypicaltourist

inW.Va.is"Takeonlypictures,leaveonlyfootprints".However,

thisisnotthecase.Wecouldwriteabookontheabusebythepublic

oflandbothprivateandGovernmentowned.

WedidnotwantaFederalManagementTeam--WedonotwantaState

andorLocalManagementTeam.Onehasonlytowalkthe"Scenic(Iuse

thetermloosely)Hike,BikeandSkiTrailtoseethatGovernmentman

powerandfinancesdonotallowsufficientpatrolandmaintenenceofa

100'wide,75milelongPark.Whyshouldwebelieveitwouldbedifferen

witha2,500'+wide,13}milelongPark?Thefinalhalfofparagraph4,

page11ofyourStudyshouldshowwhatourCountyisbecoming.TheState

andFederalGovernmenthas--TheStateandFederalGovernmentwants}

WefoundtheStudymisleadingtothepublicewhomaynotbeinformed onsomematters.Twoinparticularbeing;1.ThePeakStageoftheRiver

atBuckeye.Youshouldhavementionedthatat.11',theRiverisoutof

it'sbanks,and15'to17'makesonegiveseriousconsiderationto

buildinganark:ForthemostparttheRivermeasures2'to4'.2.The

HistoricalPlaceslistedintheStudydolieintheGreenbrierValley,

but,fewarewithintheRivercorridor.Thisgivestheimpression

thatyoumayviewthesesightsfromtheRiver,

wesincerelyhopethatyouwillcometotheconclusionthatthe

GreenbrierissufficientlyprotectedbytheNaturalStreamsPreservation Act,letthelandownersprotectandpreservetheirownproperty,andlet

thisproposaldieanaturaldeath.

Crdially,

M1609-rill.)
UJJJJJ RnaldD.Tibbs

JaynellG.Tibbs

Responseto:

RonaldD.andJamellG.Tibbs

l.ThepurposeinincludingAppendixD,

ANNUALPEAKSTAGESANDDISCHARGES,inthe

EIS,aswellastheotherhydrological

relatedappendicesistoprovidethedata

usedindeterminingthattheGreenbrier

Riverdoeshavesufficientvolumeof

watertopermitfullenjoymentof
water-relatedoutdoorrecreation

activities.Noneofthealternatives

studiedincludeprojectsthatwould

increaseordecreaseflows.

2.Weconcur.Fewofthesiteslistedon

theNationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces

arevisiblefrcmtheriver.

 



‘TI--11

Responseto:

  

l.

WESTVIRGINIADEPARTMENTOFHIGHWAYS

1900WashingtonSven.Em

-("HHSl.MIlllR

m‘n-iunycullglmnIvch"1m°;.5;/‘:!V|rqmu(OIIIUIOIII

November2,l983

2.

Mr.JohnW.Hazel

Wildam!ScenicRiversPlanner3.

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Box1548

Elkins,WestVirginia2624l

DearMr.Hazel:

CDMEN'I'S

(N

GREB‘IBRIERWILDGSCENIC

W;

AttachedaretheDepartment'scmmentsontheDraftEnVircmental

ImpactStatanentforthesubjectstudy.

.-4.

Ifyouhaveanyquestions,pleasefeelfreetocontactthisoffice.

Sincerelyyours,

L.

4.1

AvaC.Zeitz,Dirctor -I.

EnvironmentalServicesDlVlSlOH

ACZ:s

5.

Attachnent

EQUALOPPORTUNITYEMPLOYER

WestViginiaKegfitofHimys

Roadsystems,utilityrightsofway,

camumitydevelopnentandother

improvenentswithintheriverareain

existancewhenariverisdesignatedmay

bepermittedtocontinue.Potential

impactsoffuturehighwaymodification
and/orconstructionwouldbecoveredin

subsequentenvironmentalanalysis.

Weconcur.

AdditionoftheGreenbrierRivertothe

NationalWildandScenicRiversSystem

wouldcontributetowardthenational
policyofpreservingcertainselected

riversoftheNationinfree-flowing

condition,andthattheyandtheir

inmediateenvironmentswillbeprotected forthebenefitandenjoymentofpresent

andfuturegenerations.

Existingroadsystemswillnotbe

affected.Futurehighwaymodification

and/orconstructionwouldbeaddressedin

futurerelatedenvironmentalanalysis. PageivisapartoftheSummaryDEIS,

andisbriefintentionally.

Existingandfuturetransportation

facilitiesandprimefarmlanddidnot
surfaceasmajorpublicissuestobe

addressed.Existingtransportation
facilitiesandprimefarmlandmaybe

continuedwithinadesignatedcarpoentof

theWildandScenicRiversSystem.

Futuretransportationfacilitieswouldbe addressedinfuturerelatedenvirormental

analysis.



Pageiii

Para.6,

SectionIII5

page33

SectionB

Pageiv

Page2

Pages4-l1

Page9 Page17

(a) (b)

C0MMENTS

GREENBRIER

WildandScenic

RiverStudy

Nomentionismadeoftheexistinghighwayfacilities

withintheproposedcorridor.Ownership,acreage, maintenance,proposedexpansionorupgrading,etc.

shouldallbementionedhereintheAffectedEnviron

ment.

RareandEndangeredSpecies:RiverOtterandOsprey

arenotrareandendangered.

AsidefromthecongressionalmandateoftheAct,what

istheneedforGreenbrierRivertobedesignatedas

wildand-scenic?

Noreferencetoroadwaysexceptbyconjecture.

Para.4"increaseinneedforlocalpublicservices."
Para.5"acquisition...forpublicaccessanduse

sites."Adiscussionshouldbeincludedhere.

SectionCshouldmentionexistingandfuturetrans-

portationfacilitiesandprimefarmland.

Alternativesl-Scontainnodiscussionconcerningthe

existingorfuturetransportationneedswithinthe

Corridornordotheyaddresstheimpactsofthe

proposaluponthehighwaysystensuchasmaintenance,ownershiporfutureconstructionduetotheexpected
increaseinADT.Ifthealts.suggestan"increase inindustries,"thenhowthesewillbeaccommodated

shouldbeaddressed.Recreationaluseandsubsequent

growthinrecreation,tourismandserviceshould

beaddressed.

Alternate5:IsanyDivisionofWestVirginiaStateCSvernmentcapablethroughmanpowerandfinancingof

suchmanaganent.Howwoulditbefinanced?

Itemsincunnent05shouldbediscussedalongwith

thealternatives.

Responseto:

WestVirginiaDemntofHighlafi

6. 7. 8. 9.
l0.

ll.

l2.

Anincreaseinrecreationuseand

subsequentgrowthinrecreation,tourism,

andserviceindustrieswouldbe

accompaniedbyanincreaseinneedfor localpublicservices,includingroads.

(Seepagesiv,25,and40-42.)

Fundingresponsibilityofeachagencyor groupparticipatingasamanagingentity

wouldbeincludedaspartofthe

managenentplan.

Primefarmlandsshouldnotbeimpacted.

Weconcur.

Worksheetstitled"RECREATIONUSE

PROJECTIONSFORGREENBRIERRIVERWIIDAND

SCENICRIVERSTUDY'10BEUSEDIN

PRINCIPLESANDSTANDARDSNEDACCGJNT"are attachedasAppendixL.Theseworksheets

wereusedinprojectingrecreationuse

andindeterminingreasonableuselimits.

Carryingcapacityandcontrolson

numbers,timing,and/orlocationofthe

riveruserswillbeidentifiedwithinthe

managenentplan.

Thetwenty-ninesiteslistedonpageA7

areontheNationalRegisterofHistoric Places.Referencetotie29sitesfound onpageR6shouldstate"on"ratherthan

"ncminatedto".Theyshouldnotbe

affected.

Effectsonfloodplainandwetlandshave

beenaddressedonpages24and26.

 

IAN---
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8I7.

9's. "'10. 12'11.

SectionIII,

page33 Page33

SectionIV-

Environmental
Consequences,

Alt.2-S

Page31,lastpara.

Page33,para1

Sameascunnent#1.Also,shouldincludeadis
cussionifprnnefannlandwillbeusedforthe

proposeddevelopmentandanyindirectimpactsto

prhnefanmlandcausedbytheincreasedusage.

TheriverotterandOspreyarenotfederallylisted

asthreatenedorendangeredspeciesinWestVirginia
andarenotprotectedbytheEndangeredSpeciesAct

of1973.Theriverotterhasbeenextirpatedin

WestVirginia;theospreyisfederallydesignatedas

a"SpecialRecognitionSpecies."Also,paragraph3 mightbeclarifiedbyre-wordingto"Fishspecies
consideredrareby...EndangeredSpeciesActof1973

andfoundintheGreenbrierRivercfllexare..."

TheprojectedRVDforthesealternatesisapproxi

matelythreetimes1980usage.Contheriversystem

andlocalityhandlesuchanincreaseandwillthis

notbedetrhnentaltothequalityoftheriversysten?
Arethe29sitesnominatedorlistedontheNational

Register?Willanyofthesesitesbeaffected,directly

orindirectly,bythealternates?

Theeffectsonthefloodplainandwetlandsbythe

alternativesshouldbeaddressedintheDraft£15

inordertoanalyzethealternativesadequately.

Whyaretheimpactsnotaddressed?



Responseto:

W.Shank

 

Noresponsenecessary.

CID---
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JOHNDROCKEFELLERIV

sunOFWESTvmomu

DEPARTMENTOFNATURALRESOURCES

counttfl'ou:51!

DAVIDC.CALLAGHAB

November4,19830mm,

6mm“WILLISn-HER‘I'IG,JR

DeputyDlltfluv

BRENTT.WAHLOUIST

DlpulyDunno!

Hr.RalphF.HUIIIIE

Supervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

PostOfficeBoxl548

Elkins,WestVirginia2624l

DearMr.Mumme:

TheWestVirginiaDepartmntofNaturalResourceshasreviewedtheDraft EnvironmentalImpactStatementfortheGreenbrierWildandScenicRiverStudy

andoffersthefollowinggeneralandspecificcomments.

General

TheDepartmentofNaturalResourcesissupportiveoftheconceptofpro

tectingthefree-flowingnatureandscenicattributesoftheGreenbrierRiver.

ThemainchannelGreenbrierRiverandtheEastandwestForksprovidethe

residentsofNestVirginiawithsomeofthebestwarnuaterandcoldwaterfishing

intheeast.AlthoughpartoftheriverisprotectedundertheStateStream

PreservationAct,therestoftheriveranditsassociatedterrestrialhabitat

receiveonlylimitedprotectionfromcertaininstreamactivities(e.g.,

channelization,gravelremval).Therefore,intheinterestofnaturalre sourcemanagement,itwouldbenefitthestatetoencouragesupportforthe

protectionofallorpartofthisvaluableresource.

ExpressionsofconcernatthecomunitylevelalongtheGreenbrierRiver

wouldindicatethatthereisastrongneedtoinvolvelocalparticipationin

theplanning,developmentandmanagementofawildandscenicriverprogram

forthisriver.Thisdepartmentencouragessuchinvolvement.

Also,theDepartmentofNaturalResourcesrequeststhatconsiderationbe
giventomdifyingyourplantoextendingtheboundaryofscenicriverdesig

nationfromtheU.5.ForestService'sproclamationboundarqatAnthonytothe

U.5.Route60bridgeatNorthCaldwell.Thismodificationwouldmakescenic

rivermanagementcompatiblewithGreenbrierRiverTrailmanagementandwill

enhanceprotectionandrecreationopportunities.

Responseto:

WestVirginiaDemtofNaturalResources

l.

TheGovernorofWestVirginiamayrequest

thattheSecretaryofInteriorinclude

anyoralleligibleriversegmentsinthe

NationalRiversSystem.Extendingthe

boundaryofthescenicriverdesignation (SegmentD)totheU.S.InterstateRoute
64bridgeaspartofAlternative5isa

logicalproposal.Thisproposalwouldbe

madepursuanttoanactoftheState

legislature.

Amapoftheproposalisincludedaspart

ofthisresponse.Arivercorridor

averaging230acrespermileofriver,

totalingapproximately33,690acresisin

thisproposal.Ofthistotalacreage,
l4,856acresarepublicadministered landsandl8,834acresareprivately

owned.Contraintsonpublicandprivate

landandresourceusewithinthe

designatedsegmentswouldbeidentified

inamanagementplanapprovedbytheWest
VirginiaGovernor,andimplementedprior

totherequestforinclusioninthe

NationalSystem.TheGreenbrierRiver

belowNorthCaldwellwouldcontinuetobe protectedundertheWestVirginiaNatural

StreamsPreservationAct.Theproposal

isthesameasAlternative5in

respondingtoissuesandconcerns.

Theproposalprovidesprotectionforthe

GreenbrierRiverintheNationalSystem

whileprovidingacomprehensiveand

workingmanagementplanpriorto

designation.Itretainscontrolofthe

riveratStateandlocallevelandshould
eliminatepublicapprehensionassociated

withfederalmanagement.



Kr.RalphP.Alumna

PageTwo

November4,l983

M

cost,notpost-authorization.Furthermore,theimplementationoutlaysfor

Alternative5arecostestimatesbasedonforestserviceconceptsandscales,
andthereforedonotreallyapplytowhatthestateoranyothermanagement_

entitymightplanordevelop.Theseimplementationoutlayswouldbedeveloped

duringpre-authorizationplanning.-

2IPage2l--The$35,000costunderAlternate5wouldbeapre-authorization

(a)
A (II

""-'-—---IFun-unu

Page3],Par.2--TheriverotterandospreyarenotlistedontheEn

dangeredSpeciesActofl973asendangeredorthreatened.Thesespeciesshould

bedeletedandtheeasterncougar(Felisconcolorcouguar)andKirtland'swar

bler(Dendroicakirtlandi)added.‘

Page33,Par.3--Theinformationinthisparagraphisoutdated.Presently

theonlyfishspeciesknowntotheGreenbrierRiverdrainageunderevaluationby

theEndangeredSpeciesActarethefinescaledsaddledarter(Btheostomaosburni)

andtheKanauhaminnow(Phenacobiusteretulus).

 

Page34-37--Thepmjectedrecreationalusevaluesareseverelyunder

estimated.Forexample,thisdepartmentestimatesthatfishermanexpenditures

inthesubjectareaalone(i.e.,mainchannelriver,EastForkWestFork)are

approximately5.6milliondollars.Thiscalculationisbasedonfishermanday

valueof$l6.2l(WildlifeResourcesDivisionl982)andapproximately350,000

fishermandays(WildlifeResourcesDivisionl983).

Theopportunitytoreviewandcommentonthisdocumentisappreciated.

Sincerely,

iC.Callaha;

Director

RIC/hgv/sas

cc.-GovernorRockefeller

'u.5.FishandWildlifeService
DivisionofParksandRecreation

DivisionofWaterResources

DivisionofWildlifeResources

''LiteratureCited

WildlifeResourcesDivision.l982.TheeconomicsofwildlifeinWestVirginia.

WDept.Nat.Resour.,Charleston.SpecialRept.mimeo.

wildlifeResourcesDivision.l983.Huntingandfishingsurvey.Biometrics

Section.WVDept.Nat.Rasour.,Charleston.SpecialRept.PartB.mimeo.

Responseto:

WestVE'inia''wtofNaturalReswroes/

2. 3.

Weconcur.

Riverotterandospreyarenotlistedby
theEngangeredSpeciesAct.Kirtland's Warbleristransitory,andmaybefound

withinthestudycorridor.Weare unawareofanyrecentlydocumented

findingsofeasterncougarwithinWest

Virginia.
Weconcur.

Projectedrecreationalusevaluesusedin

calculationswerethoseforusewiththe

ProceduresforEvaluationofNational

EconomicDevelopment(NED)Benefitsand

CostsinWaterResourcesPlanning(Level

C),FederalRegisterPartIV,

Decemberl4,l979.Departurefranthe publishedrangeofunitdayvalueswas

notpermitted.

00--17
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P.0.BOX151~,

Buckeye.wv2h92h-015190

Novemberu.1983

JohnW.Hazel

wild&ScenicRiversPlanner

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Box15b8

Elkins,WestVirginia262b1

DearSir|

AslandownersalongtheGreenbrierRiver.weobjecttothemakingof

thisrivera"wildandscenic"one.Thefarmhasbeeninthesame

familyforseveralgenerations-~sincethe1700's.wepersonallyfeel

thatthepresentownersarebetterabletoprotecttheriverandthe

landthananygovernmentagency.

Instudyingthe"DraftEnvironmentalImpactStatementandStudyReport"

itseemstomethatyourreportonconditionsaremisleading,slanted,

biased.andinaccurate.Twoitemsleadingmetobelievethisare: 1.YourreportontheriverlevelatBuckeyeliststhepeak

level.whichiseitherfloodstageornearfloodstage.SinceI

havemaderiver-readingreportstoBluestoneandHuntingtonduring

theabsenceoftheonewhonormallydidthis,Iknowforafact

thattheaveragelevelisaroundtwotofourfeet,andmostoften twotothreefeet.Evenafterseveraldaysofrain.thelevelof waterintheriversoondropsbacktothetwo-to-threefootlevel.

2.ThesitesyoulistthatareontheNationalRegisterof HistoricPlacesarenotallsituatedonorneartheGreenbrier

River,andmostprobablynotasmanyassixare.Inthelistfor

PocahontasCounty.theCassScenicRailroadandFrankandAnnHunter

House(ThePocahontasCountyMuseum)arealongtheriver;however,

youwouldhavetogoseveralfeetfromthebackoftheHunterHouse

togettotheriver.Inmyopinion,theplacesyouhavelisted

shouldnotevenbeconsideredinthestudyandreport,sinceprac

ticallyallofthemaresomedistancefromandnotinsightofthe

GieenbrierRiver.Theyshouldhavenobearingonthestatusofthe

rver.

wouldliketoknowwhyyourreportsweresentchieflytothben

ironmentalists.thenon-landowners.out-of-staters,thosewhoseonly

interestsareinmakinguseofthepropertyofothersatnocostto

hemselves,andnottothelandownersalongtheriverwhohaveavested

nterest.Wasthisdonesothatyoucouldreceivemorefavorablere

ponsestotheplansoftheForestService?

,Youstatethatfishandwildlifehabitatwillbeprotected.Mostof

thegamekilledoutofseasonandbyspotlightersinthiscounty

appearstobeonNationalandStateForestlands,whichyouaresup

posedtobeprotectingatthistime.

Theindividuallandowners(intheBuckeyearea.Iknow)careabout

theriverandthelandandforthemostpartareyear-roundresidents

-whoareattemptingtoprotecttheirlandandtheriver.

Responseto:

FrancisC.Graham

 

l.

Weconcurthatfewofthesiteslistedon
theNationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces

arewithinorvisiblefromtheboundary
ofthestudycorridor.However,these

siteswereconsideredbythestudyteam

inmakingthedeterminationthatthe

Greenbrierqualifiedforeligibilityin theNationalSystem.(SeepagesR3and

R6.)

APublicInvolvementprogramwasdesigned

toreachallinterestedpublics

regardlessofopinion.(SeeAppendixA,

PageA2)

InclusionoftheGreenbriertotheWild

andScenicRiverSystemwillenable

greaterprotectionoffishandwildlife
habitat.Gameandfishviolationsare

nothabitatmanagenentproblems,but
ratherlawenforcenentproblems.The needforincreasedlawenforcementis

indicatedonpages4land42oftheDraft

EIS.

PrivatelyownedlandswithaWildand ScenicRivercorridorarenotopento

publicusewithoutthelandowner's

permission.



JohnW-Hazel

WildAtScenicRiversPlanner

Elkins.WV262h1-2-Novemberh,1983

withfurtherreferencetoyourprotectingthegamehabitat,you

probablythinkthatindustryalongtheriverwouldbedetrimentalto

thefish.Icantellyouthatwhenthetannerywasinoperationin

MarlintontherewereagreaternumberoffishintheGreenbrierRiver atBuckeyeinspiteofthefactthatthereweremorefishermeninthe

areaatthattimethennow.Thepeopleatethefishwithapparently

noharmfulresults.Also,therewasanabundanceofcrawfishonwhich

thefishcouldfeed.Now,thecrawfisharepracticallyextinct.

SincetheWestVirginiaDepartmentofNaturalResourceshasbecomecare

takeroftheoldC&0RailroadbedalongtheGreenbrierRiverandhas

establishedtheso-called"HikeandBikeTrail".carshavebeentravel

lingthearea.thepeoplespotlightingdeeranddumpinggarbage.old

appliances,etc.lalongthebanksoftherailroadgrade.Ithasnever

beenproperlymaintained.who

ThepeoplewhohavelivedalongtheGreenbrierRiverforyears./have

farmedandcaredfortheland,animalsandotherresourcesaremore

knowledgeableabouttheriverandsurroundinglandthanthebook-trained

forestersandgamemanagerswhothinktheyknowwhatisbestforusand

forourarea.weknowthatitwouldbeadisasterforalocal.state.

ornationalrovernmentagencytocontroltheriverandsurroundingland.

Fromourobservationsovertheyearsweareawareofthefactthatyou

areunabletoproperlycareforthatpartofPocahontasCountyover

whichyounowhavejurisdiction.Youcertainlydonotprotectthearea aswellasthoselandownerswhoarelivingonthelandandareattempts

ingtoprotecttheirs.

Atthepresenttimethelandownersare"pestered"byafewpeoplewho

trytocomeinandtrespassontheirproperty;however,youcanbesurel

andweknow.thatifanyofyourplansfortheGreenbrierRivermateri

alize.thepoorlandownerswillhavetheirpropertiesoverrunbyvast

numbersofmembersofyour“organizationalpeople""trampingdown"the

alfalfaandothercropsneartheriver.Theownerswillnotthenbe abletoprotectwhatlittlelandyouplantoleavethemcontrolover. IandmyfamilyareopposedtoyourmakingtheGreenbrierawildand

scenicriver--vehementlyopposed.

Sincerely,I’

_/

-

,z,'w./.z//)"/darz/

FrancesC.Graham

cc-CongressionalDelegation

MembersofW.Va.StateLepislature

DepartmentofInterior

88--9



Responseto:

UnitedStatesDemtofHealthand

HumanServices

 

&pummnhsmml.Effectsonwetlandsandfloodplainshave

DEPARTMENTOFHEALTH8:HUMANSERVICES

_l_beenaddressedonpages24,25,33,37

CentersforDiseaseControl.

AtlantaGA30333

(404)452-b257
NovemberA,1983

--IIII!‘

R.MaxPeterson,Chief

ForestService

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.O.Box1548

Elkins,WestVirginia26241

DearMr.Peterson:

WehavereviewedtheDraftEnvironmentalImpactStatement(E15)forGreenbrier

WildandScenicRiver,Pocahontas,Greenbrier,MonroeandSummersCounties,West

Virginia.WearerespondingonbehalfoftheU.S.PublicHealthService.

Asstated,thepurposeofthisEnvironmentalImpactStatementisnotspecifically

Itheevaluationofaproposedactioninvolvingconstructionordevelopmentwhich

LL-Bi?

couldaffectafloodplainorwetland.Sinceanyalternativepresentedinthis

studymayleadtofuturedevelopments,theeffectsofthesedevelopmentson

wetlandsorfloodplainsneedtobeevaluatedintheFinalB18inrelationto

ExecutiveOrder11990,ProtectionofWetlands.

WeappreciatetheopportunitytoreviewthisDraft518.Pleasesendusonecopy

ofthefinaldocumentwhenitbecomesavailable.

Sincerelyyours,

<:§;C~-.éLS;C¥;[L>é2l" FrankS.Lisella,Ph.D.

Chief,EnvironmentalAffairsGroup

EnvironmentalHealthServicesDivision

CenterforEnvironmentalHealth

 



November5,l983

Mr.JohnHazel,Wild&Scenic

RiversPlanner

U.S.ForestService

PostOfficeBoxl5h8

Elkins,WestVirginia262hl

DearSir:

TheU.5.ForestServicehaspublishedaDraftEnvironmental

ImpactStatementconsideringsomeformofdesignatingthe

GreenbrierRiverofWestVirginiiasWILDANDSCENIC.This

action,asyouknow,couldindeedhaveatremendouslegal,

environmentalandeconomicimpactonthispartofthenation.

Enclosedyouwillfindthesignaturesof265citizensof

PocahontasCounty,WestVirginiawhoopposelegislation

leadingtoanyformofWILDANDSCENICdesignationofthis

river.Popularoppositiontothisissueisgreaterthan

therepresentationbeingsenttoyouatthistime.

Couldthedeadlineforsubmissionofpublicresponsehave

beenextendedbysixtydaysfromthedesignatedNovember7,

l983deadline,amuchmorecompleteresponsecouldhave
beensecured.Eventhoughtheoriginalstudycompletion datewasextendedmorethanayear,youcouldnotextend!

thedeadlineforinputofanykindforanyoneconcerned.

Pleaseconsiderthatwithmoretimeorwithanearlier releaseoftheDraftEnvironmentalImpactStatementto
thepublic,moreoppositionwouldbepresented.Wecon tinuetomustersignaturesandsupportagainstchanging

thepresentstatusoftheGreenbrierRiverinanyform

whatsoever.

Yourfriend,

Mil-ah...

PhillipC.Deafi‘“

507SecondAvenue

Marlinton,WestVirginia2b95h

Encl.

MayGodBless

Responseto:

PhillipC.Dean

l.

Theheadingofthepetitionreferenced

states:WE,theundersigned,believethe

GREENBRIERRIVERisadequatelyprotected

bytheWestVirginiaNaturalStream

PreservationAct,andthatnoaction

shouldbetakenontheWILDANDSCENIC
desiflationforthisRiver-November6,

l983.Thepetitioncontains270

signatures.

 

TheForestServiceresponsetoyour
request,byletterdatedOctoberl8,

l983,toextendthereviewperiodwas

addressedbyForestServiceletterdated

November2,l983.Asstated:

TheestablishedduedateofNovember7,

l983,forpublicresponsetothe

GreenbrierWildandScenicRiverStudy

DEIS/StudyReportfullymeets
requirementsoftheNational

EnvironmentalPolicyAct.Realistically, scmedatemustbesetorresponseswould
canedriftinginindefinitely.Wewill

beginassemblingandanalyzingpublic
responsesafterNovember7,1983,in

preparingtheFinalEnvironmentalImpact

Statement.However,thiswillbea

considerabletaskthatcouldpossibly
extendtotheendofthel983calendar

year.Icanassureyouthatallpublic

carmentreceiveduptothepointoffinal

carpletionoftheFEISwillbe

considered.Theofficialpublicresponse
duedateofNovanber7,l983,willstand.

0--
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WESTVIRGINIACIYIZENACYIONGROUP

I324VIRGINIASYREET,EAST

CHARLESTON,WESTVIRGINIAZSJOI

304046-559!

  

ACTIONFURICHINGE'

November5,l983

Mr.JohnW.Hazel

WildandScenicRiversPlanner

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.O.Boxl5h8

Elkins,WestVirginia262hl

DearMr.Hazel,HE:GreenbrierRiver

OnbehalfoftheWestVirginia-CitizenActionGroup(WV-CAO) andtheWestVirginiaHighlandsConservancy,Iamsubmittingthe followingcommentsontheGreenbrierWildandScenicRiverDraft

EnvironmentalImpactStatement.BothWV-CAGandtheHighlands

Conservancyarestatewidepublicinterestorganizationsworking

onenvironmentalissues.Bothorganizationshavebeeninterested

foranumberofyearsinseeingtheGreenbrierRiverprotected

fromuncontrolleddevelopment.

TheGreenbrierRiverisoneofthemostimportantriversin

WestVirginia,andisoneofthefewremainingfreeflowingrivers

leftinthestate.Giventhehighqualityofrecreationaluses oftheGreenbrierRiver,wesupportinclusionoftheGreenbrier
RiverintheNationalWildandScenicSystem.Wealsosupport,

withsomemodification,theU.S.ForestService'srecommended

alternative,i.e.,inclusionoftheriverintotheNational

Systemunderstateand/orlocalmanagement.

ThemajormodificationthatwearerequestingthattheForest

ServicemakeinthefinalEISistoextenttheboundaryofthe scenicdesignationfromAnthonytotheU.S.Route60bridgeat

NorthCaldwell.Thischangewouldallowthestatethepossibility

ofconcurrentlymanagingtheGreenbrierRivertrailandtheWild

andScenicdesignationwiththesameboundaries.

Inadditiontothismodificationwearerequestingthatthe

ForestServicetaketwoadditionalsteps.First,theproposed

alternativewouldrequirethatthestatedevelopamanagement

planpriortotheinclusionoftheriverintotheNational

System.Thiswilltakeanextentedperiodoftime.Inorder

toprotecttheriverfromuncontrolleddevelopmentwhilethe

stateplanisbeingdeveloped,wearerequestingthattheForest

ServicekeeptheGreenbrierRiverunderstudystatusuntilthe

stateplanhasbeendeveloped.

WorkinginthePublicIntern!

  

Responseto:

WestVirginia-CitizenActionGro\_1p

l.

Yourrecarmendationhasbeenproposedby

theWestVirginiaDepartmentofNatural

Resources.Theproposalisfeasible

throughSection2(a)(ii)oftheWildand

ScenicRiversAct.Seepagell-2.

TheGreenbrierwillremainunderstudy
statusuntiltheCongressactsonthe recommendation;however,studystatus

willterminatethreeyearsafterthe

studyreportreccm‘endingdesignationis

submitted,iftheCongressfailstoact.

TheForestServicereccmnendsdesignation

ofalleligiblesegmentsfromthehead

waterstoAnthonythroughStaterequest

fordesignation,andmanagenentbythe
Stateorpoliticalsubdivisionofthe

StateinaccordancewithSection2(a)(ii)

oftheWildandScenicRiversAct.The

ForestServicewillparticipatewith

otherfederal,State,andothermanaging

entitiesinpreparationofthemanagement

plan.
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Page2

Mr.JohnW.Hazel

GreenbrierRiver

Secondly,wearerequestingthattheForestServiceactively

ursuetheproposedalternative.Giventhevocal,localopposition

0includingtheriverwithintheNationalSystem,itwouldbe asyfortheForestServicetorecommendthatthestatebethe

anagingagencyandthenwalkawayfromthecontroversydeclaring
thatitisnowexclusivelyastateproblem.However,theForest

Serviceisamajorlandownerwithintherivercorridor,has

developedextensivedataontheGreenbrierRiverasaresultof

completingtheEIS,andisgoingonrecordassupportingthe

inclusionoftheriverintheNationalSystem.Weare,therefore,

requestingthattheForestServicecontinuetobeastrongadvocate

forthispositionanduseitsinfluencewithstateagenciesand

locallandownerstodevelopaplanthatwillresultindesignation

fortheGreenbrierRiverasWildandScenic.

Thankyouforyourconsiderationofthesecomments,andif

youhaveanyquestionsconcerningourposition,pleasedon‘t

hesitatetocontactme.

Sinerely,

PerryBryant



  

Homea]theHungrySmile
LocatedonRt.3JustBelowBluestoneDom

‘a.57.Boxa..Hinton.W.Va25951

Noverber6,l933

fhlphFMtmmeRe:Conmentsonproposedinclu

ForestSupervisorsionofGreenbrierRiverinto

MonongahelaNationalForesttheNationalWild&Scenic

P.O.Boxl5118RiversSystan.

Elkins,W.Va.262M

Ihavereadwithgreatinterestyourdraftenviromentalinpactstate

mentregniinginclusionoftheGreenbrierRiverasacomponentofthe
NatiomlWild8:ScenicRiversSystan.Iappreciatethisopportunityto

sharem’cmmentsandrecmmendations.

ItismpersonalfeelingandrecqrmerxiationisthattheGreerbrier

shouldcertanlybeincludedwithinandprotectedbytheNationalWild&Scenic

RiversSystem.OfthealternativesoutlinedIwouldpreferAlternative11.

AlthouytIamquitesurethereisagreatdealofconsternationonthe

partofprivatelandcmnersaboutfederalnanaganentandlandcondermatiors,

Idonotfeeltheirfeelingsandfearsarewellfoundedbasedonpastinclu sionsofriversunderthissysten.Perhapsanefforttoeducateandinform

themonthismatterwouldbeinorder.

(antheotherhand,tobeabletoprotectandpreserveariversystem nandatesthatsomesortofauthoritysuchastherightofconiemationbe

employed.Withoutsuchauthoritythereisnolegitimateglaranteeof

protectionwitheven-handedJustice.Mypastexperienceintryingtoenvoke

protectionsfortheriverunderprovisionsoftheWestVirginiaNatural

StreamsPreservationActhaveprovenabalutelyfruitless.OurWestVirginia

lawisfrougutwithvaguenessandcontridictionstothepointthatitis

probablyvaluelessexcepttopreventtheconstructionofhighdams.Itthere
forewouldbepurefollytotryandprotecttheriverthroughatoolsuchas

theWestVirginiaNaturalStreamProtectionAct.

VIQSQUQ'HOL)

AlternativeUseemtometobethemostlogicalandmeaninghilofthe

77-Bi7

DearSir:

alternatives.

Pleasekeepmeinfonned.

Sincerely,

leer-st
JerryP.Kirk

Responseto:

M

Noresponsenecessary.
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TiltPocahontasTimes,WilliamPriceMcNn',Editor

- Marlinton.W.Va.24954

 

November6,1%}

Mr.RalphF.Mumme,ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.0.Box1548

Elkins,in.Va.26241
DearMr.Mumme:

AfewbriefcommentsinregardtotheDraftEnvironmentalImpactStatement

andStudyReportontheGreenbrier'n'ildandScenicRiverStudy.

First,IampleasedthatthestudydidindicatethattheGreenbrierRiver iseligibleforinclusionintheNationalhildandScenicRiversSystem.The

GreenbrierRiveristrulyoneofbestVirginia'snaturaltreasuresanditsassets needtobeprotectedfromoverdevelopmentforthepresentandfuturegenerations.

1findnoreasontodisagreewiththevariousclassificationsaseither

scenicorrecreationalofthesegmentsA,B.C,D,andL‘asoutlinedintheReport.

Ialsocansupportrestrictingthepartoftheriverproposedtobeincluded

intheNationalbuildandScenicRiversSystemtotheportionfromAnthnoynorth

(Alternatives4and5).Thechangeinlandownershiptoalmosttotallyprivate

ownershipbelowAnthonyascomparedtoalmost50-50privateandpublicownership

abovethatpointisprobablyaveryvalidreasonforthisrestriction.

However,1wouldprefertoseetheForestServicerecommendAlternative4

insteadofAlternative5.Consideringthestronglocaloppositiontomorefederal

involvementintheriverbymanypeople,particularlythoseowninglandalongthe

river,andthepresentAdministrationinhashington,Ican,toadegree,appre ciatewhytheForestServiceselectedAlternative5.mt1amafraidthatthe

selectionofAlternative5willmeanthatnothingwillbedonetoprotecttheriver. WestVirginiahistoricallyhasapoorrecordofplanningforthefutureandat boththestateandlocallevelsinactionisthenormalreponsetoanyproposalthat
hastheleastbitofopposition.TheoutlineofeventsdescribedinAlternative

5willprobablyneverevengetstartedmuchlesscometoreality.

TheGreenbrierRiverbelongstoallcitizens,notJusttothosewhoownland

alongitsbanks,regardlessofhowtheymightfeelaboutit.Besides,there

strictiomoncondemnationoncepublicownershipwithintherivercorridorreaches

50%shouldeasethefearsoflandownerstosomeextent.

Responseto:

ThePocahontasTimes,

WilliamP.McNeelEditor

----___-—I__—

Noresponsenecessary.
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2.

IurgetheForestServicetogowithAlternative4andtaketheleadinsee

ingthattheGreenbrierRiverisproperlypreservedfortheenjoymentbyall,for

nowandinthefuture.

Verytrulyyours,

4»#WM

Hillier:P.HcNeel,Editor
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SummersCo.HealthDept.

Ice8"

Hinton,W.Va.2595l

loo-J3”
November7,1983

JohnH.Hazel

Hild&ScenicRiverPlanner MonongahelaNationalForest

9.0.Boxl548 Elkins,HV26241

RE:CunnentonDraft

EnvironmentalImpactStatement&

StudyReport

GreenbrierHildaScenicRiverStudy

DearSir:

TheSunnersCountyHealthDepartmentwouldliketomakethefollowing

cmnnent.PleasenotethatpresentlythecunnunityofHilldale-Talcott
areprimarypollutersoftheGreenbrierRiverinSunnersCounty,butit

shouldbenotedthatthesetwocunnunitieshavejointlymadeanapplication

forasewagedisposalsystem.

Also,sinceIamChairpersonoftheSunnersCountyLandmarksCunnission

Iwouldliketoaddthefollowingcommentsconcerninghistoryandculture
ontheGreenbrierRiver,asconcernsSwunersCounty.Manyarcheological

sites.toonuneroustolist,canbefoundinthefilesoftheWestVirginia

GeologicalSurveyinMorgantown,WV.Manyofthesesitesareofextreme importancebothhistoricallyandprehistoricallytotheGreenbrierRiver Valley.PleasenotethatthePenceSpringsHotel/Prison,alongwiththe CityofHinton,havebeennominatedtotheNationalRegisterofHistoric

Places.TheHintonhistoricaldistrictislocatedatthemouthofthe

GreenbrierRiver,whilethePenceSpringsHotel/Prisonislocatedon

Route3,nearthecannunityofPenceSprings.

Sincerely,

H»A-

StephenD.Trail

SDT:bg

Responseto:

withersCountyHealthDemt

l.

Wehaveclarifiedthatthetwenty-nine
siteslistedonpageA-7areon,rather

thanonlyncminatecltotheNational

RegisterofHistoricPlaces.



Responseto:

UnitedStatesEnvironmentalProtectionligengy

Noresponsenecessary.

"em,’

o-

‘‘1

{m5UNITEDSTATESENVIRONMENTALPROTECTIONAGENCY

4,‘44’REGIONm

1nd“

GTHANDWALNUTSTREETS

PHILADELPHIA.PENNSYEVANIA19106

NOV07I983

RalphF.Mumme,ForestSupervisor

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.O.Box1548

Elkins,WestVirginia26241

Re:GreenbrierWildandScenicRiverStudy,Pocahontas.Greenbrier,

Monroe,andSummersCounties,WestVirginia(D-AFS-D61032-HV)

DearMr.Humme:

WehavereviewedthedraftEnvironmentalImpactStatementfortheabove

proposedprojectandhaveclassifieditasLO-linEPA'sReferenceCategory.

WehaveenclosedacopyoftheDefinitionofCodesfortheGeneralNature

ofEPACommentstoprovideamoredetaileddescriptionofthisrating.

Also,inaccordancewithourresponsibilitiesunderSection309ofthe

CleanAirActtoinformthepublicofEPA'sviewsonthepotentialenviron
mentaleffectsofFederallyassistedactions.thisratingwillbepublished

intheFederalRegister.

WehopethatthisletterassistsyouinmeetingyourNEPAresponsibilities.

Ifwecanbeoffurtherassistance,orifyouhaveanyquestions,please

contactusatanytime.

Enclosure

.Rrubaker

ChiefAnalysisandServicesSection

  

888-7
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EPAhasreservationsconcerningtheenvironmentaleffects

ofcertainaspectsoftheproposedaction.SPAbelieves thatfurtherstudyofsuggestedalternativesormodifica~~

tionsisrequiredandhasaskedtheoriginatingFederal

agencytoreassesstheseaspects.

EPAbelievesthattheproposedactionisunsatisfactory

becauseofitspotentiallyharmfuleffectontheenviron-

ment.Furthermore.theAgencybelievesthatthepotential

safeguardswhichmightbeutilizedmaynotadequatelypro

tecttheenvironmentfromhazardsarisingfromthis

action.Thehgency'recommendsthatalternativestothe“

actionbeanalyredfurther(includingthegsssibility'

ofnoactionatall).

 

Thedraftimpactstatementadequatelysetsforththe

environmentalimpactoftheproposedprojectoractionas

wellasalternativesreasonablyavailabletotheproject

oraction

EPAbelievesthatthedraftimpactstatementdoesnot adequatelyassesstheenvironmentalimpactofthepro

posedorojectoraction,orthatthestatementinadequately analyzesreasonablyavailablealternatives.TheAgencyhas

requestcdmoreinformationandanalysisconcerningthe potentialenvironmentalhazardsandhasaskedthatsub

stantialrevisionbemadetothedraftstatement

DefinitionofCodesfortheGeneralNatureofEPAComments

tnvirorrentalimpactoftheAction

W

lib-flackofObjections

EPAhasnoobjectionstotheproposedactionasdescribed

inthedraftimpactstatementorsuggestsonlyminor

changesintheproposedaction. £R-£nvironnentalReservations

EU--£nvironnentallyUnsatisfactory

AdeouacvoftheImpactStatenent

Categoryl--Adequato

Category2--Insufficientinformation

EPAbelievesthatthedraftimpactstatementdoesnot

containsufficientinformationtoassessfullythe

environmentalimpactoftheproposedprojectoraction. However,fromtheinformationsubmitted,theAgencyis. abletomakeapreliminarydeterminationoftheimpact

ontheenvironm‘r'.EPAhasrequestedthatthe-originator

providetheinformationthatwasnotincludedinthe

draftstatement..

CategoryJ--Inadequate

IfadraftimpactstatementisassignedaCategory3,

ordinarily-noratingwillbemadeoftheprojectoraction,

sinceabasisdoesnotgenerallyexistonwhichtolake.

auchadetermination.
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-TheSecretaryofInteriorwouldthensubmittheproposalto
theSecretariesofAgricultureandArmy,theChairmanofthe

FederalPowerCcxmussion,andheadsofotheraffectedfederal
agenciesforreviewandcontentasrequiredinSectionMe)of

theAct.

-Finally,uponSecretarialapprovaloftheState'srequest,the

GreenbrierwouldbeaddedtotheNationalWildandScenic
RiversSystanbypublishingnoticeintheFederalRegister.

ThisapproachprovidesprotectionfortheGreenbrierRiverin

theNationalSystemwhileprovidingaconprehensiveandworking
nanagarentplanpriortodesignation.Itretainscontrolofthe

riveratStateandlocallevelandshouldeliminatepublic

apprehensionassociatedwithfederalmanagement.

Alternative5mostcloselyrepresentstheinterestoftheState ofWestVirginia.TheDepartmentofNaturalResources’written
preliminarypositionandtheStaterepresentativeforwildand

scenicriverstudiescooperatingontheGreenbrierstudyhave
indicatedsupportfordesignationupstreamfromCaldwell.The

Statehasparticularinterestinthestretchofriverfrom

CaldwelltoDurbin.TheGreenbrierRiver'Irail,SenecaState

Forestandcampingfacilities,CalvinPriceStateForest,Hatoga StatePark,theCassScenicRailroad,andtheoldChessieSystem

Railroadright-of-wayparallelthisstretchofriver,andare

nowunderDepartmentofNaturalResource'smanagarent.

Alternative5islikeAlternative4inrespondingtoissuesand
concerns,exceptthatAlternative5providesnobasisforpublic

fearorperceivedthreatoftheirlossofrightsand/or

oondennationwithfederalmanagementoftheriverintheWild

andScenicRiverwstan.

hamster

ll

Mrs.

JeanE.Holmes

 

Noresponsenecessary.
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TO:

FROM:

RE:

(“l5)8&8-6996

P.0-Box7023

Berkeley.Ca.9Q707

November21,1983

John"-Hazel,Hild&ScenicRiversPlanner

MonongahelaNationalForest

P.O.Boxl5b8,Elkine.H-Va.262hl

(30a)636-l800

VirginieSteele

P.O.Box7023

Berkeley,Ca.9u707

or

0/0PostmasterNativeofAlderson.GreenbrierCo.,W.Va.

Hillsboro,PocahontasCountyOwnerofhistoricfarmpropertyoneastside
HeatVirginiaofGreenbrierRiver(Burnside)atHillsborc

andanoldfarm7milesfromriver,on

TildaForkofStampingCreek.HillPoint

PocahontaeCo-|I.Va.

TeacherofHonebound&HospitalizedChildren

&YoungPeople(Kg.throughSr.HighSchool)

BerkeleyPublicSchools,Berkeley,Calif.

ResponsetotheDraftEnvironmentalImpactStatementandStudyReporton

TheGreenbrierwildandScenicRiverStudy

Specificconclusionnamingwhichofthefiveproposedalternatives

regardingtheadditionoftheGreenbrierRivertotheNationalWildand

ScenicRiverSystemIsupportl

IHOSTSTRONGLYURGEANDSUPPORTALTERNATIVENO.2|

 

PULLDESIGNATIONOFTHERIVERFROMTHEHEABUATERSTOTHEMOUTH

UNDERFEDERALMANAGEMENT

PleasenotethatthehistoricpropertyIownatoldBurnsideStation

nearHillsboroliesontheGreenbrierRiver.

fighte-$7M

Responseto:

Vgg'iniaSteele

l.

TheForestServiceprefersAlternative5

becauseofitsoverallresponsetoallof

theissues.Therearetradeoffsfrcm

selectinganyofthealternatives.The alternativethatresponds"best"toall
oftheissuesisamatterofjudgenent,

sinceallalternativesrespondin

differentdegreestoeachoftheissues.
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Ihaveaperspectiveonpreservationthathasbeenaffectedbyexperienceasan
onlooker.withwar,beginningwithhearingfirst-handaccountsoftheCivilWarfroma

soldierinthatwar-mygrandfather;fromhavingworkedattheArmyGeneralHospital,

Ashford,atwhiteSulphurSpringsduringWorldliarII,havingabrotherintheKorean

In‘,youngfriendsinVietnam,somestilllivingwiththeeffectsofAgentOrange.

Thiswillnotbethecondensed,well-thought-outstatementwithreferencestosupport

IMemphasizemyposition,thatIwouldliketopresent.Iamapublicschoolteacher

ofyoungpeopleindistressinglifesituations,overwhelmedwiththedemandsofthat

work.andthedemandsandpaperworkofmypersonallife.

BecauseIknowhowoverloadedmostcitizensareinwork,paperwork,seekirghealth care,fillingoutforms,payingtaxes&taxforms;orworse,lookingforwork,losingJobs,beingshiftedinassignmentsorinlocationthatcausesamoveofresidence,or

movingtolookforwork,ortofindaplacetolive,oraplacetolivemorecheaply...

IfindithardtobelievethatAlternativeNo.5,stipulatingmanagementbyoneofthe

mosteconomicallydepressedstatesintheUnion,ormanagementbypoliticalsubdivisions ofthatstate,oracombinationofboth,couldreallysuccessfullytakeplacetoachieve thedesiredpreservationoftheGreenbrierRiver.Ithinkpeopledon'thavethetimeor

incomeortheresidentialstabilitytotakepartinaseriouseffortatmanagingthis

stateandnationalresource,ortobeabletocoordinatetheworkofthenumberof

politicalunitsinvolved.

Someofthefearsoflocalcitizensaboutgovernmentconstraintsandmanagementare

legitimateconcernsthatneedtobeaddressedorgivenhopeforredress.SomeoftheresistancetoFederalmanagementthatI'vehadpersonalexperiencewithisa"weighty"

‘landownerontherivernotwantingtoberestrainedfromusingtheriverashisgarbage

ump

VirginiaSteeletoJohnI.Hazel,Iild&ScenicRiversPlanner,ll-Zl-83-2

IamwritingthisasIwatchtheT-VmovieTheDayAfterregardingthenuclear

destructionofanAmericanCity.Mystudentswillbetalkingaboutittomorrow.

Mymindmovesfromconsideringourmassiveinvestmentindestructionforthepurpose

ofsupposedsecurityandpreservationofourcountry,tothepreservationofonebeautiful,

naturalmountainriver.Mybeliefisthataswecareandshowconcernforwhatis

valuablethatisclosetous,inaspiritofsharingthatvaluewithconcernforothers,

wedevelopcapacityfordealingwiththegreaterpreservationsthatarecrucialtoour

wholeearth.

Ihaveheardareportofonecountycommissionthatspenttimeandefforttoget
focussedandconsiuerissues,thenmembersleft,newmemberstooktheirplaceandall

theinformation,focusandworkhadtobestartedsgain...withthepossibilityofthis

happening‘overanoin

‘l‘hisleadsmetoconcludethatanagencywithexperience,asingle-agencymanage-ant.

wouldbethemosteffectivetogettheriverpreservationestablished.

,,USA

mropeandAsiaarefullofexamplesof"loststreams.‘Thennewcountry,thegreat

delocracy,isinitsgreateststrugglewithapathy,specialinterests,ordinarycitizens

insituationsofoverworkandoverload,situationsofnoworkanditsoverload,with

t-l‘lnliency,uncertainty,depressedpeoplewithasenseofwhatdifferencedoessnythins

make--caringjusthurts.Itwillbeaveryeasythingtoletthisbeautifulriver

indtherivervalleygodownthedrsin--alocal,1state,anationalresourcewasted

0"!Americanwoman,LucyMorgan,fromherhomeinthenorthCarolinamountains,

ralliedpeopletothecauseofpreservingandbringingaccesstotheBlueRidgemountaino

andwasthemotivatingforcebehindthe’BlueRidgeParkway.TheodoreRoosevelt'svision



HeretherivergivenFederalprotection,andlocalcitizensandlandownerswere
dissatisfiedwiththeresults,changescouldbemade.Itundoubtedlywouldnotbe

easy.Butifthisisademocracy,itcouldbedone.ontheotherhand,ifthat

beautifulriverandvalleyislosttothegeneralcitizenryandthecountrybecauseof

lethargy,lackofcareandconcern,misplacedindividualism,

physicaldeterioration,orfro!therandomclutterofpovertyandeconomicdepression,

_g£-bytheurchaseanddenialofaccessibilitybytheseclusiveaffluent,fromwhom

itismos8-ikelyevertoberecoveredforpublicuse...itwillstaylost.

 

rginiaSteeletoJohnI.Hazel,IildsScenicRiversPlanner,11-2l-83-3

ofpreservingsomeoftheawesomesceneryofthiscountryforallcitizens,elicits

amonumentaldebtofgratitude.

IamincontactwithmanyyoungforeignchflirenwhogotoBerkeleypublicschools,

manywhoseparentsarestudyingorteachingattheUniversity:Japanese,Chinese,

Brazilian,French.Italian,Syrian,Australian,Iranian,PuertoRican,Canadian(1am

notspeakinghereoftheSoutheastAsianrefugees).Mostarewelloffenoughtostrike

outtoseethecountryfirstting.Andthefirstlongtrip'istoYellowstone.Yet

Ihavechildrenwhogrewupinerkeleyflatswho'veneverbeenthefourmilestothe

topoftheBerkeleyhillstolookoutovertheBay.

IwantthatGreenbrierRiverpreservedandcaredforsoitsbeautywillbethere
forthechildrenoftheGreenbrierValley,ofthestateofH.Va.,andforthosefrom

thateastcoasturbancorridor,thatarenotnowhavingachancetoseetheirowncountry.

I'mforassumingthatwearesmartenoughnottoblowourselvesup(barely,if),and

thatweshouldkeepourheadsandpreserveandplanforourchildren'sfuture.

Ioncehadaveryextensively-researchedarticle1”TheLegendsofJohnHenry"
publishedinWonderfulHeatVirginia,intwoparts|Oct.&Nov.,l972.Mynotes

IndmaterialweretobemicrofilmedattheI.vs.Univ.library,wheretheyareon

file.TheCg0tunelwgeet&cntestwiththesteamdrillwasbelievedtobeheld,

isatTslcott,nt8%em§lggnEiEBiiisonthetownwhichhaspreserveditsoldbridgeasa walkwayacrossthatriverandwhichoffersoneofthemostbeautifulscenesintheworld

oftheriverandthemountains...stunninglyphotographedbyArnoutHyde,Jr.,now

editorofIonderfulHestVirginia2andpublishedinitsJuly1983issue.

Iusoicscenicstilluntrammeledlethoftheriverbeiven

elototheatiolildndceniciversSstemunderFederal

management.

I‘wiilingfor51views,hopes,andwishesforariverplantobecompromised,

ifit‘8i:considerationofothersviews,hopesandwishes.ButIcertainlydon't

wantminecompromisedonthebasisoffairconsideration,thenIfindoutlaterthat

thepowerofsomespecialinterest,orthepowerof22interestwasreallywhat

comprolisedmine.
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VirginiaSteeletoJohnH.Hazel,IildaScenicRiversrlanner,li-Zl-d345

IgrewupinAlderson,I,Va.--ontheGreenbrierRiver.Iwasoneofeight

childrenofparentswhogavetheirlivesfortheirchildrenandfortheircommunity. Mymotherdiedatmyeighthbirthday,butIrememberherworkwiththeMothersClub,

the“-HClub(heruncle,mygreat-uncle,asuperintendentofschoolsinMonroeCounty,
startedthecornclubsthatbecamethe4-HClub),thechurches,gettingtheChautauqua

summercircuittoAlderson,clothesandfoodtofamiliesinneed,therespectandcon

cernblackcitizenshadforherbecauseshehadthatforthem.

Myfathertraveled,soldfertilizertodealersthroughoutsouthernWestVirginia,

taughtanoverflowingmen'sBibleclass,wasalwaysstandingupfortheunderdog,

workedtomakebetterschools,gettinghelptothoseneedingit,hadbeenateacher ashadmymother,andwhenheestablishedamemorialawardatthehighschoolinmy

mother'sname,thecriteriahedrewuponwhichtheawardwouldbebased,listed

academicachievement,leadership,andotherexpectedones,buttheonewhichcarriedfar

themostweightwas-~successunderdifficulty.AnAppalachianrequisite.

Mylatherandmothertaughtalltheireightchildrentoswim,intheGreenbrierRiver,

tookusallcamping,swimming,fishing,Sundayafternoondrivingalongtheriver.is

traipsedaftermyfatherinthewoodsashehunted,partlyforrecreation,butalsofor

provender.Mymotherpickedgreens,taughtusplantsandwildflowers.Myfather
broughthomebeaverpoles.iswerealive-inNatureClassinconstantaction.And

whatthatdidforus,forourminds,ourbodies,andourspirits,I'dliketoseepossible
forthechildrenwhoarecomingon.Hehaveto8211181’.it'spossible.Itwon'tjusthappen,

MybrotherswereinworldVarIIandKorea.MyyoungersisterandIworkedat

theArmyhospitalinUniteSulphurSpringsduringworldHarII.Hehavelivedlives
experiencingthegreatsocialconditionsandupheavals,thepersonaltragediesthat

humanexistencecanbringnmndallofusdrawonthoseearlyexperiencesofjoyand

connectednesswiththeearthandthebeautyoftheearthasweknewitinthat

GreenbrierRivervalley,agreatsustainingforceinourlives.

  

’I‘ypingcompletedat3a.m.,November22.l983
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The following individuals, experienced in forest and outdoor recreation,

reviewed the process used to project recreation use by alternatives, and

cemented on the process approach and logic:

- Mr. John Ballantyne

USFS Recreation Staff Officer, Retired

Elkins, West Virginia

- Mr. Carl Gebhardt, Forest Planner

mite Mountain National Forest

Laoonia , New Hampshire

- Mr. Stephen W. Goodwin, Planner

Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Division of Natural Areas and Preserves

Columbus, Ohio

- Mr. Ed Hay, Planner

USDI, National Park Service

Mid-Atlantic Region

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

- Mr. Earl C. leatherbeny

USFS

North Central Forest Experimental Station

St. Paul, Minnesota

- Mr. David W. Lime

USFS

North Central Forest Experimental Station

St. Paul, Minnesota

- Mr. Robert Mathis

Assistant Chief of Planning

Parks and Recreation

West Virginia Department of Natural Resources

Charleston, West Virginia

- Mr. C. B. Yearout, Co-Chairman

RC&D Area

Princeton, West Virginia
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DKIKIK¥§E1A NATIONAL FGREST

P. 0. BOX 1548

ELKINS, WEST VIRGINIA 2624l

2370

January l2, l982

Dear :

We are projecting recreation use figures for the Greenbrier River Wild and

Scenic River Study. One basic problem was to devise a reasonable approach to

account for recreation use attributed to a river receiving national attention by

being placed in the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Enclosed is the procedure we

plan to use. Will you please review this procedure? I will telephone you

during the first week of February to get your inpression. I would like to have

your ideas and impression of whether this approach seems reasonable. Thank you.

Sincerely ,

JCHN W. HAZEL

Wild and Scenic

Rivers Planner

Enclosure
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RECREATION USE PRCUECTIONS

FOR GREENBRIER RIVER

WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY

TO BE USED IN THE

PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS NED ACCOUNT

I. Calculate recreation use in river study corridor in l980.

A. Compare to recreation use on Monongahela National Forest.

l) Total use on MNF in l980 = l,200,000 visitor days (VD's) .

2) Total acreage on MNF = 840,000 acres.

3) Visitor day use per acre in l980 on MNF = l,200,000 -

840,000 = l.4 VD/acre.

B . Assumptions

l) Within river study corridor the demand for recreation

activity will be the same on any one acre regardless

whether it is National Forest, State, or Private.

2) Greenbrier River corridor use per acre would be higher

than the l.4 for Monongahela general forest area. Use

2.0 VD's/acre for corridor.

C. Calculated recreation use in river corridor in l980 = 47,885

(acres in corridor) x 2.0 VD's/acre = 95,770 = 96 MVD's in

l980.

II. Project recreation use in river study corridor in year 2000,

without Wild and Scenic River designation.

A. Data from Table 48, Page ll7, of Recreation Activities

Supplv, Needs and Demand for Greenbrier River Basin, WVDNR

Comprehensive Survey of the Greenbrier River Basin, l973.

 

ACTIVITY VALUES IN ANNUAL RECREATION DAYS

YEAR SWIMMING BOATING PICNICKING CAMPING TOTAL

l980 275,9l2 l02,480 ll7,l00 2l,594 5l7,086

2000 4l3,868 l87,880 l75,650 34,550 8ll,948

Percent increase over a 20 year period, l980 to 2000, in

total recreation use is (8ll,948 - 5l7,086) - 5l7,086 =

57.0%

This represents 2.85% per year (not ccmpounded) for period

l980 to 2000.
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III.

B. Data from Table 3.2, pages l00 and l0l, An Assessment of the

Forest and Range Land Situation in the United States, RPA.

Activity % Increase in Use from l977 to 2000

Camping Developed 80%

Camping Dispersed 6l%

Hiking 49%

Nature Study 46%

Picnicking 40%

Canoeing 82%

Other Boating 64%

Swimming 50%

59% average (unweighted)

percent increase in

recreation for time

period l977 to 2000.

This represents 2.57% per year (not compounded) for period

l977 to 2000.

Value of 2.85% per year calculated from Greenbrier River

Basin data. Value of 2.57% per year calculated from RPA

data, similar.

Average of 2 calculations =

year.

(2.85 + 2.57) e 2 = 2.7% per

Project use in corridor in year 2000 with calculated percent

per year increase.

(96,000 VD's use in l980) (0.027) (20 years) + (96,000 VD's)

= l47,840 = l48 MVD's in 2000 without designation.

Breakdown of total recreation by activity type. Recreation

activity type percents recorded on Monongahela National Forest.

These are adjusted to better reflect river corridor and greater

emphasis on water related activity in corridor.

Activity Monongahela N.F. Adjusted River Corridor

Camping 35% 35%

Picnicking 3 5

Hunting 7 l0

Fishing l2 20

Swbnning 2

Hiking l4 l0

ORV 4

Auto Tour 22

Boating l5

Other _§ includes swhnning,

99 l00 bicycling, nature

study, etc.
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Breakdown of projected recreation use in study corridor in year

2000 by activity.

 

 

Activity % of Total Total MVD's in 2000 MVD's

Camping .35 x l48 = 5l.8

Picnicking .05 x l48 = 7.4

Hunting .l0 x l48 = l4.8

Fishing .20 x l48 = 29.6

Hiking .l0 x l48 = l4.8

Boating .l5 x l48 = 22.2

Other .05 x l48 = 7.4

l48 MVD's

Build base to project recreation use in river corridor in year

2000 with Wild and Scenic designation.

A. Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks National Recreation Area designated

in l965. Assume attraction to specially designated national

area would be similar to nationally designated wild and

scenic river. It's within same geographical area. NRA is

within 7 miles of headwaters of the Greenbrier River.

Recreation opportunity by activity type would be similar.

Most recreation planners agree that national designation of

an area (NRA, Wilderness, or Wild and Scenic River)

generates an increase in use over what normally could be

expected without designation. But the rate of growth is not

as great after the first 5 to 7 years following designation.

The NRA has been in existence l6 years: Data on recreation

use of area by activity has been collected since l976.

Trend line analysis, linear regression, has been used to

project use in NRA in year 2000.

Spruce Knob~Seneca Rocks NRA Data:

Activity 1976 l977 l978 l979 l980 2000

Camping 50.4 59.0 58.2 63.9 66.l l39.4

Picnicking 3.2 3.l 3.7 4.0 5.l l4.2

Hunting 5.6 6.8 5.8 6.8 6.8 ll.6

Fishing ll.0 20.8 2l.9 28.3 22.5 88.0

Hiking 5.5 5.8 5.8 9.5 8.5 28.4

Other 3.0 3.3 5.l 4.9 5.l l7.0

B. Calculate percent increase in projected use in NRA by

activity in period l980 to 2000.

Camping (l39.4 - 66.l) 2 66.l = l.l09 = ll0.9%

Picnicking l78.4%

Hunting 70.6%

Fishing 29l.l%

Hiking 233.6%

Other 234.l%
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V.

Assuming increase will be similar to a Greenbrier Wild and

Scenic River because same geographical area, similar

recreation activity opportunities, same period of time l980

to 2000.

C. Need boating percent.

Assume increase in percent would be a function of the

interest for the activity. Boating use represents 15% of

total use in corridor. Fishing and hiking represent 20% and

l0%. Have projected increase in use for fishing and hiking,

interpolate for boating.

Activity % Total Recreation Use % Increase l980-2000

Hiking l0 233.6

Boating l5 x

Fishing 20 29l.l

x = 262.4%

Project recreation use in river corridor in year 2000 with Wild

and Scenic River full designation.

Activity l980 Use % Increase from l980 to 2000 Projected Use

Camping 33.6 MVD's ll0.9 70.9 MVD's

Picnicking 4.8 l78.4 l3.4

Hunting 9.6 70.6 l6.4

Fishing l9.2 29l.l 75.l

Hiking 9.6 233.6 32.0

Boating l4.4 262.4 52.2

Other 4.8 234.l l6.0

VI. Test to see if projections for maximum use, corridor with full

l/

designation, seem reasonable and possible.

 

A. C in in corridor MVD's PAOT'sl/

l980 33.6 = 630

2000 w/o designation 5l.8 = 97l

2000 w/designation 70.9 = l329

Existing facilities in l980 total 9l5 PAOT's. Camping

facilities planned are small l2 site campgrounds with 5

people per site or 60 PAOT's.

PAOT = People at one time, neasure of desirable use of site or

facility, carrying capacity.

Design Load = (0.75) (Esthnated VD's) (.50)/20 = PAOT's

projected use in corridor without designation in year 2000.
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971 PAOT's (no designation) - 9l5 PAOT's (existing) = 56

PAOT's.

Need one 60 PAOT c ound to satisfv ro'ected use in

corridor without designation in year 2000.

l329 PAOT's (full designation) - 9l5 PAOT's (existing) = 4l4

Need 7 campsites (4l4 e 60 = 6.9) to satisfy projected use

in corridor with designation in year 2000.

Planned

West Fork USFS 60 PAOT's

Cass WVDNR 60

Buckeye USFS 60

Caldwell PVT 60

Alderson PVT 60

Hinton PVT 60

Shelters along

Hike-Bike

Trails WVDNR 60

420 PAOT's

9l5 PAOT's existing + 420 PAOT's planned = l335, enough to

handle projected use of l329 in 2000 with full designation.

Picnicking in corridor.

 

 

MVD's PAOT's

l980 4.8 90

2000 w/o designation 7.4 l39

2000 w/designation l3.4 25l

Existing picnic facilities in l980 = 3l0 PAOT's. Enough to

handle projected 2l5 with full designation.

Hunting

MVD's PAOT's

l980 9.6 l80

2000 w/o designation l4.8 278

2000 w/designation l6.4 308

l5,029 acres public land in corridor for hunting. Assume

20% of private land will be available by owner permission or

by owners themselves. 20% of 32,856 = 6,57l acres.

+ l5,029 acres

2l,600 total available

to hunters.

50 acres per hunter needed: 2l,600/50 = 432 PAOT sufficient

to handle projected 308 with full designation in 2000.
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D.

E.

F.

Fishing

MVD's PAUT's

l980 l9.2 360

2000 w/o designation 29.6 555

2000 w/designation 75.l l408

l99 miles river x l0 fishermen per miles - l990 PAOT's

sufficient to handle l408 projected with full designation in

2000.

 

 

Hiking

MVD's PAOT's

l980 9.6 l80

2000 w/o designation l4.8 278

2000 w/designation 32.0 600

l24 miles of existing trail x 5 people per mile = 620 PAOT

available now, sufficient.

Boating

MVD' s PAOI‘ ‘ s

l980 l4.4 270

2000 w/o designation 22.2 4l6

2000 w/designation 52.2 979

l72 miles boatable water.

l06 miles full accessible through FS or State

33 miles accessible in 2000 across private (50% of 66)

l39 miles accessible in 2000 w/o designation.

l39 miles x 2% people/boat x 2 boats per mile = 695 PAOT's

sufficient to meet use without designation.

l72 miles x 2% x 2 = 860 PAOT's with full accessible river

and full designation in 2000. Still short projected need of

979 PAOT's.

(979 PAOT's)/(l72 miles) (2%) = 2.3 boats per mile what

would expect with 979 PAOT's, acceptable.

Can boat l72 miles

Can boat 86 miles

April - June and September - October

July - August

(l72 miles) (l50 days)

( 86 miles) ( 60 days)

25,800 mile days

5,l60 mile days

30,960 mile days total/year
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VII.

G.

52,200 le (VD's) projected in 2000 with designation =

30,960 miles total during year.

l.7 people/mile during boating season.

l.7 people/2.5 people per boat = 0.7 boat per mile

reasonable.

Other Recreation

 
MVD's PAOT's

l980 4.8 90

2000 w/designation 7.4 l39

2000 w/o designation l6.0 300

47,885 acres in study corridor. Assume need l00 acres per

other recreation use. 479 PAOT's available. Sufficient to

meet use with designation.

Project recreation use in river corridor in year 2000 for 2

other alternative designations:

Alternative 3 - l86 miles designation

Alternative 4 - l33 miles designation

 

Camping

MVD's PAOT's

w/o designation in 2000 5l.8 97l

w/full designation in 2000 70.9 l329

Alternative 3 - loose 2 cabins at Seneca State Forest

(l0 PAOT's). All other facilities existing and planned in

full designation will be included in this alternative.

l329 - l0 = l3l9 PAOT's = 70.3 MVD's for Alternative 3.

Alternative 4 - All facilities existing and planned in full

designation, to Anthony are included. Caldwell facility

close enough to Alternative 4 corridor to receive use

generated by Wild and Scenic River designation. Forgo

Hinton and Alderson sites.

l329 Full designation PAOT's

l20 Hinton and Alderson sites PAOT's =

l209 = 64.5 MVD's for Alternative 4.

Alternative 4 has 30,700 acres in corridor

represents 64% of study corridor (47,885).
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Alternative 3 has 44,397 acres in corridor

represents 93% of study corridor (47,885) .

In alternative 4 can expect to get 64% of projected use of

full designation alternative and in addition a 36% of the

projected use without designation in 2000.

(.64) (70.9 MVD's with designation) + (.36) (5l.8 MVD's w/o)

= 64.0 MVD's Value close to previously projected value

of 64.5, checks.

In alternative 3, same rationale with 93% and 7%.

(.93) (70.9) + (.07) (5l.8) = 69.5 MVD's

previously projected value of 70.3, checks.

Value close to

  

 

Picnicking

MVD's PAOT‘s

w/o designation in 2000 7.4 l39

w/designation in 2000 l3 .4 25l

Alternative 4 - (.64) (l3.4) + (.36) (7.4) = ll.3 MVD's

Alternative 3 - (.93) (l3.4) + (.07) (7.4) = l3.0 MVD's

Hunting

MVD'S PAOT'S

w/o designation l4.8 278

w/full designation l6.4 308

Alternative 4 (.64) (l6.4) + (.36) (l4.8) = l5.8 MVD's

Alternative 3 (.93) (l6.4) + (.07) (l4.8) = l6.3 MVD's

Fishing

MVD's PAOT's

w/o designation 29.6 555

w/designation 75 . l l408

Fishing directly related to accessibility to the river.

Alternative 4 - l46 miles of river accessible by public land

(l33 miles N.F. and addition l3 miles by Hike-Bike trail).

Assume 20% of private land available by owner permission or

owner use. (.20) (53 remaining miles) = ll miles. (l46

miles + ll miles)/l99 miles total = 79% river accessible

with this alternative having W & S designation. (.79)

(75.l MVD's full designation) = 59.3 MVD's for

Alternative 4.
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Alternative 3 - l86 miles of river accessible by public to

good fishing waters. (l3 miles good fishing eliminated from

l99 mile total because water level fluctuations due to dry

reservoir) l86/l99 = 0.93.

(.93) (75.l MVD's full designation) = 69.8 MVD's.

Alternative 4 - (.64) (75.l) + (.36) (29.6) = 58.4 MVD's

similar value to previously projected value of 59.3, check.

Alternative 3 - (.93) (75.l) + (.07) (29.6) = 7l.9 MVD's

similar value to previously projected value of 69.8, check.

 

Hiking

MVD's PAOT's

w/o designation in 2000 l4.8 278

w/designation in 2000 32.0 600

Greenbrier River Hike-Bike trail is entirely included in all

alternatives. Alternative 4 designation has all of trail in

it. Can expect use to be same as in full designation, 32.0

MVD's.

In alternative 3 would loose l3 miles of trail, but it would

be reconstructed in another location as a mitigation to

construction of dry reservoir. Can expect use to be same as

in full designation, 32.0 MVD's.

 

Boating

MVD's PAOT's

w/o designation in 2000 22.2 4l6

w/designation in 2000 52.2 979

Alternative 3 - the full l72 miles of boatable river would

still be available as in full designation alternative.

Would expect 52.2 MVD's.

Alternative 4 - As in fishing, boating use is dependent on

access to river. l06 miles of boatable water available on

F.S. or State land. Assume 50% of remaining private land

accessible by owner permission, owner use, or bridge

crossings. (.50) (66) = 33 (l06 miles + 33 miles)/l72

total boatable = .8l.

(.8l) (52.2 MVD's full designation) = 42.3 MVD's.

(.64) (52.2) + (.36) (22.2) =

previously projected value of

MVD's similar tol.4

42.3, check.
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G. Other Recreation

 
MVD's PAOT's

w/o designation in 2000 7.4 l39

w/designation in 2000 l6.0 300

Alternative 4 - (.64) (l6.0) + (.36) (7.4) = l2.9 MVD's

Alternative 3 - (.93) (l6.0) + (.07) (7.4) = l5.4 MVD's

VIII. Sunnsry of Projections of Recreation Use in Study Corridor in

 

year 2000.

MVD's

Mt.2 Mt.3 Mt.4

Alternative l l99 miles l86 miles l33 miles

Activity No Designation Designation Designation Designation

Camping 5l.8 70.9 70.3 64.5

Picnicking 7.4 l3.4 l3.0 ll.3

Hunting l4.8 l6.4 l6.3 l5.8

Fishing 29.6 75.l 69.8 59.3

Hiking l4.8 32.0 32.0 32.0

Boating 22.2 52.2 52.2 42.3

Other 7.4 l6.0 l5.4 l2.9

l48.0 MVD's 276.0 MVD's 269.0 MVD's 238.l MVDs
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